TWO CRIMES
DECEMBER 4
BEFORE JURY

Witnesses Give 'fmtimomy Be-
fore County Graad Jury On
Murder And Lynching

LAwE IS HERE TO
ASSIST PROSECUTOR

Tribunal ’C;r;cludeé Regular
Work Reports One Bill For
Areon, Seven Kor Larceny

The Wicomico county grand jury
this afternoon began an investigation
into the two murders committed here
on December 4 and the communist
agitation which preceded it to deter-
mine who instigated the crimes.

The instructions of the court, is-
sued yeswerday by Judge Joseph L.
Bailey, vefore it and more than 100
witnesses waiting to be heard the
grand jury begaun the investigation
at 2 o’clock this afternoon. The court
room and upper corridors leading to
the grand jury room were crowded
with those whose testimony will later
be heard.

~ne grand jury completed with dis-
patch the routine criminal work laid
before it by State’s Attorney Levin C.
Bailey. It was the lightest criminal
docket to confront the regular jury
term of . court in many years.

Eight true bills were reported at
noon. One was an indictment for
arson and seven for larceny and rob-
bery. This compares with 63 present-
ments at the September term of court.

Attorney General William Preston
Lane, Jr., arrived at noon and confer-
red with the state’s attorney. The
twb went to the grand jury room to
begin the intcrregation of the wit-
‘nesses at the afternoon session. Grand
jury sessons arg stricuiv gecret and no
informatior. can be giveu oul concern-
ing testimony presented the tribunal.

Judge Bailey instructed the grand
jury to review the activites of an
“outside organization” which aroused
'the lower Rastern Shore counties,
prior to tha awurder of Daniel J. El-
fiott, promincvt luraberman and the
subsequent hanging of Mathew Will-
iams, confessed slayer of the manu-
facturer.

The refercnce to an ‘“outside organ-
ization” was generclly interpreted to
mean the International Labor Defense
a Commuunist organization having its
headquarte;s in New York and a
branch in Baltiraore.

This organization sent a telegram
to Judge Bailey todey assailing the
county tribunal invesfigating the two
crimes as a ‘“lynch jury.” Another
telegram was dispaiched to Governor
Ritchie demanding Judge Bailey’s im-
peachment.

There was no indication this after-
noon how much time the grand jury
will consume in making the investi-
gation or when the results of the probe
will be reported.




