
DECLARES SHORE 
CIVILIZATION FINE 

In a letter published in.the Salis­
bury Times, Dr. Joseph.' S'. Ames, 
president of the Johns Hopkins Uni­
versity, declared it would be "unjust" 
to regard the report of Dr. Broadus 
Mitchell, associate professor of po­
litical economy at the institution, on 
the lynching bf Matthew Williams, 
Negro, here Deceiriber 4, as repre­
senting the point of view Of the uni­
versity. - y-'^i'"'- F " 8 * ' " 1 

Dr. Mitchell's report, made to the 
Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America, described the 
Eastern Shore as "backward in its 
mental and spiritual development." 

"I have spent, myself," a g r e a t deal 
of time on the Eastern Shore, and I 
have never met anyone, there whom 
I have not liked," Dr. Ames wrote. 

"I have never conie in contact with 
any questions dealing^ with religion 
or politics when I, have been there, 
but my whole reaction toward the 
civilization on the Eastern -Shore is 
that I think it is fine, and I have 
often said that I would like to live 
there. v , .^, 

"I njver' have any dmsire ,to. inter-. 
fere with any one. elsef $, opinions-,.nor 
do I have any desire to change any­
one's opinion. The regret -1 r hav<> in 
regard to Dr. Mitchell and all the 
publicity in connection with it is,that 
some people may associate this uni­
versity with his point of view. 

"This, of course, is obviously un­
just, because it is no more proper to 
think the university, as,suich, holds 
the views of Dr. Mitchell than it is 
to think that a church i society to 
which. he. may belong; should- be held 
responsible.. _ . . . ., . . ,.,.-. 

"Dr. Mitchell did not make any in­
vestigation or study under- the au­
spices jof the uniyescsity, or: eren with 
the knowledge of the university. He 
was acting simply,.,as. an .individual 
We are all. of us,.here familiar with 
his point of view and, with-his con­
victions, but we are all convinced that 
he is intellectually honest and'that he 
is in no sense a crusader."* 


