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Friday's Lynching 

te lynching which occured Fri­

d a y , in Salisbury will ; undoubted­

ly, and r ight ly be charged to the 

mis represen ta t ion campaign, (bat . has 

been carr ied on by some of t he -Bal­

t imore newspapers . I t is. easy for 

any one exercising- the s l ightes t de-

give ol' fa irness to fallow t h e , psy­

chology which lead up '<> this unfor­

t u n a t e afafir . 

Several weeks ago a family of 

four persons was murdered' . A hegl'o 

was a r res t ed a n d confessed his g^uilt 

to several persons a n a gave t§e.m 

his reasons for commi t t ing the 

crime. ,One or two of the ll.-illi 

more City papers r an sensat ional 

headings and mis lead ing news ar­

ticles concerning the cr ime and as 

the resu l t of this T h e In t e rna l iona I 

Labor Defense League got into <in­

case. Then followed a series of: de­

lays/ in b r ing ing to t r ial t he man ac-

* 
cused of the cr ime. Many a t t emp t s 

have been made to have the1 case te 

moved to Bal t imore for t r ia l and 

those who have followed the fasti 

recognize t h e p o s s i b i l i ^ s of jus t ice 

being thwar t ed thereby in var ious 

ways- » 

T h e people on the E a s t e r n Shore 

realize the fact t h a t it is no longer 

s a f eUo send pr isoners to the Baltic, 

more City ja i l s for safe keeping be 

cause of the probabi l i ty of ag i t a to r s 

and radieal o rgan iza t ions in terven 

ing to prevent p rompt jSusfrce. They 

real ize the fact t h a t t h e mos t ef­

ficient cvfre for c r ime is p r o m p t jus*-

tice and t h a t often t imes jus t ice de­

layed means a miscar r iage of jus t ice 

Wi th the resu l t s ot the Yuel Lee 

case before thern, and, in view' of 

the many delays t h a t have occurred 

in this case ,it is easy t o - s e e ' h o w 

perso-ns who would be influenced 

by sensat ional head- l ines , and, mis­

lead ing news ar t ic les would decide 

that the re should be no -repetition 

of the Yuel Lee case in the cr ime 

commit ted yes te rday ' af ternoon In 

Sal isbury . » 

a t Cambr idge and h a d ' d i r e c t e d Com-

missifter" B a u g h m a n to have a la rge 

n u m b e r of the s ta te police force p re ­

sent for the t r ia l . The suggest ion 

of the mil i t ia and of the s t a t e police 

came from t h e Governor and was 

no t in response to any reques t or 

petit ion from the Court or the 

S ta t e ' s Attorney-

T h e ins inuat ion t h a t the Cour t 

was inf luenced in i ts decision to, 

have this case t r ied in Cambr idge is 

in keeping with the above s t a t emen t , 

about the " p e t i t i o n " for t roops. The 

Cour t s on the , E a s t e r n Shore of 

Maryland a r e ne i the r influenced by 

popu la r c lamor nor expediency and 

the suggest ion conta ined in the edi­

torial would sound as If it had been 

wr i t t en by t h e organiza t ion of which 

the counsel for Lee is a member , 

it cer ta in ly is ha rd ly wor thy of such 

a paper as T h e Sun c la ims to be 

and we have no doub t tha t t h e pub­

l ishers of t ha t paper , upon more 

m a t u r e cons idera t ion , were hear t i ly 

a shamed of themselves for publish­

ing it. 

The Eas t e rn Shore has no pr ide in 

this lynching. The people he re feel 

t h a t it is very u n f o r t u n a t e bu t they 

also feel t h a t the g rea t e r p a r t of 

the responsibi l i ty for i ts r e su l t s from 

'the in te r fe rence of Ba l t imore City in 

I he affairs of the Shore , and we 

would sugges t t ha t the last lynch­

ing in Maryland occurred not on the 

Eas te rn Shore bu t on the Wes te rn 

Shore not many miles from Bal t i ­

more. 

The people on the Eas te rn Shore 

resen t not only the in te r fe rence of 

Ba l t imore City in the m a t t e r s of 

c r i m e s , t h a t a r e commit ted on the 

Shore bu t we also very grea t ly re­

sent t h e inexcuseable ins inua t ions 

that a r e m a d e aga ins t the Cour t s of 

this section .especially when such 

ins inua t ions a r e t h e resu l t of deli­

b e r a t e mis - s t a tements of f a d s and 

a re made , apparen t ly , wi thout any 

efforts to ascer ta in the t ru th . As­

saul ts upon the Cour ts a r e a t t e m p t s 

to b reak down the b u l w a r k s of jus -

ice and l iber ty , t o del ibera te ly un­

d e r m i n e t he confidence of t h e peo­

ple in the i r Courts , and the u l t ima te 

resul t s of such act ion, if successful, 

would be to b r ing about that condi­

tion in the na t ion for which it is 

believed cer ta in organiza t ions have 

been es tabl ished. Possibly, tha t , too 

may be t he a t t i t ude of T h e Sun. 

enough. 

P u t t i n g a few more leaders in jail 

would soon convince the rabble t h a t i' 

noes not run the S t a t e . If Governoi 

Ritchie acts to set the law agains 

the . blood-thirsty in Kent county h-

will have the support of every decern 

man in tha t county and of every citi­

zen jealous of the reputa t ion of»,thi 

S ta te . 

hfl9hi-*id b*—o 1 —-— -;<>V-
Reprinted of Sa turday ' s Editorial <>-, 

t h e Eas t e rn Shore From The 
- .. . 

Morning Sun 

DISGRACE 

Editorial Reprinted from The 

Evening Sun of last week 

No Temporizing 

More Misrepresentations 

In an edi tor ia l carr ied by the Bal 

t imore Sun Sa turday morning a: 

campaign of misrepresenta t ion of the 

Eas t e rn Shore of Maryland i s - ca r ­

ried to the point of being insu l t ing 

to every res ident of th is peninsula , 

a l though we do not .suppose this 

m a k e s any difference to the :*puWish­

ers of t ha t paper. W e republ ish the 

edi tor ia l on this page. J1'**-. 

We deny empha t ica l ly tha t mob 

violence has existed on the Shore 

for four weeks as al leged by The 

Sun. The only t ime the re has been 

: inob violence was when Mr. Ades* 

was s l ight ly mishandled a t Snow 

Hill and on tha t occasion those com­

posing thfe crowd had no desire to 

ser iously i n ju r e Mr. Ades bu t sim­

ply wan ted Mm to u n d e r s t a n d t h a t 

t h e people of t h a t section resented 

the me thods which he was employ­

ing in the Lee case. Of course if 

T h e Sun feels impel led to1 defend, 

protect and nuturer the organizat ion 

l e s s than a month ago a mob form­

ed down in Worcester county' and 

made an effort to lynch a Negro ac­

cused of murder . Fai l ing to find its 

intended victim, the members of the 

me-b apprea^ed the i r blood lust, to 

some extent a t least , by beat ing up 

one of the lawyers appointed to de­

fend the prisoner. 

There was much excitement created 

The Governor insisted t h a t the Ne­

gro would be protected a t any cost 

a n ; ' a n n o u n c e d his intention of catl­

ing out the Nat iona l Guard. 

Tha t sounded, fine, but t ha t it wa-= 

effectively in quelling the mob spiri t 

we ven tu re to doubt. For yesterday, 

in Kent county, another mob formed, 

on the Chester town jail and 

through it wth the announ­

ced intention of lynching a Negro ac­

cused „of a t tempted rape . The Negro 

haej a l ready been spiri ted away but so 

violent, were the would-be lynchers 

thai, they searched jails in four coun­

ties before giving up hope of shedd­

ing blood. 

I t /is clear t h a t making the ges ture 

of ' 'protect ing the pr isoner" is not 

enough. Mobs, as everyone know;; 

• The Eas t e rn Shore has reaped it 

reward. For four weeks its 'Teckles 

elements have proclaimed mob law 

For four weeks i ts officials and it 

responsible citizens have yielded 

ground. They s ta r ted with theii 

minds fixed upon law as the mean 

of dealing with crime, however atroc 

Lous. But they have increased'.? 

wavered. In the Yuel Lee case th< 

court could find last Monday no con 

ditions which would prevent a fa:' 

and orderly t r ia l a t Cambridge, al 

though no more than two weeks ag 

the same court and the State 's At to r 

ney had petitioned the Governor foi 

t roops and for police "armed for an 

emergi-'ncy./V That Judicial AIILJIJ . 

so s t rangely in accord with popula 

clamor, so hazardous in the view o: 

observers , was hailed on the Easter] 

Shore as a vindication of the dignrtj 

of the people! And, as if in logica 

sequence, last n ight a mob in Sails 

bury heeded the law not a t all, bu 

instant ly wreaked barbarous ven 

geance upon a Negro murderer . 

We say the Eas te rn Shore has it 

reward. Whether the reward take: 

the form this morning of sat i faetioi 

0]- of shame we have no means o' 

knowing. We do know t h a t the Eas t 

era Shore's reward is> shams for trv 

S ta te of Maryland. I t is Uverit; 

years since Maryland has . been d'.s 

••raced by this savagery . We hat" 

supposed the freedom from ('-'.sgi'aci 

was permanent . It is not ijejesjsar 

to demonst ra te to intell igent men an 

women tha t lynching is an a :saul 

upon the S ta te , upon the law and up 

on civilization—or tha t in unloosing 

t,he violent, murde ious impulses o 

many men its r*fte* upon the com 

munity ranks it as the graves t o 

crimes. Our decent people know tha 

and it had net been supposed that ' ir 

any oi l an;' seasoned community oi 

this S ta te , decent an*d intelligent peo­

ple would throw wk'-e the gates to the 

mad and unreasoning and bid them 

take command. I t was a false pr':de 

and a false security. The lowest am, 

least civilized elements did take com­

mand, and tha t remains t rue whether 

oi- not men of position part icipated 

in the Salisbury lynching or tacit ly 

approved it. 

There will be hope tha t this upsurge 

of barbar i ty will br ing intelligent men 

on the Eas t e rn Shore to their senses, 

and tha t they will take whatever steps 

nesd to be taken to assure respect 

for the lav; in the case of the two Ne­

gro:; yet to be tried for serious crimes 

But there is a duty beyond tha t . There 

is a duty upon the officials of Wic- ' 

omico county and upon Governor Rit­

chie to seek out the members of the 

Sal isbury mob and to punish them. 

I t must be admit ted t h a t there is no 

g r e a t hope tha t the county oficials 

will do so. The size of the mob and 

the manner in which the lynching was 

carried out point to official indiffer­

ence and complacency. That , how­

ever, only makes it the more impera­

tive t h a t the Governor use the full 

power of -.his office a n d t h a t he per* 

m i t n o technicalities to s tand in the 

way .of ruthless prosecution. 


