
Letters From Eagle Readers 

Governor Ritchie Protests 
a Recent Eagle Editorial 

Siitor Brooklyn Daily Eagle: 
On account of absence from 

Maryland the editorial in your 
issue of Tuesday, Dec. 8, entitled 
"Mr. Ritchie and the Negroes," 
was not called to my attention in 
time for- me to write you In regard 
to it until today. Perhaps it is 
too late now for the statements 
contained in this editorial to .be 
corrected, but they are so com­
pletely contrary to the facts t ha t 
at least I can inform you of them 
so that you may know the injus­
tice which you have unintention­
ally done. 

Your editorial rests on the as­
sertion that I had refused pro­
tection to a certain lawyer who 
was attorney for a Negro accused 
of murder, and that this refusal 
has been followed by a lynching. 
The facts are that as soon as I 
heard that the lawyer in question 
had been molested I got in imme­
diate communication with the 
Judge and the State's Attorney 
of the Circuit, who, in their turn, 
conferred with the Mayor and 
Chief of Police of the town, and 
informed me tha t the local au­
thorities were able to handle any 
situation of the same kind which 
might recur, and tha t they would 
let me know in the event tha t any 
assistance from me would be 
needed. I accepted these assur­
ances from the local authorities. 
As a matter of fact the attorney 
did not go back to the county, so 
that there was no repetition of 
the trouble. 

So far as subsequent develop­
ments in this particular case and 
in the subsequent lynching case 
are concerned, your editorial was 
so completely in error tha t the 
Baltimore Sun. on Dec. 11, pub­
lished an editorial in reply to it, 
MM! outlining the steps I had 
actually taken in regard to both 
cases. I enclose you a copy of 
this editorial, and also a copy of 
my statement issued on Dec. 5 
and referred to in the editorial 
of the Baltimore Sun. 

It would not be appropriate a t 
this stage for me to go into 
greater detail beyond saying tha t 
as a result of investigations made 
under my direction the Attorney 
General of the State, also under 
my direction, is at present in 
Salisbury performing the duties 
which the situation calls for. 

What you evidently did was to 
assume the correctness of the 
statements made in a teVgram 
sent me on Dec. 5 by the Na­
tional Association for the Ad­
vancement of Colored People. 
This association obviously had not 
the slightest knowledge of what 
had been or what was being done. 
but if the Baltimore Sun is not 
on your exchange list, certainly it 
is available to you and it does 
seem to me that you should have 
consulted its files before relying 
upon the statements of this asso­
ciation or that at least you should 
have taken some steps to ascer­
tain their reliability. Had you 
done so you would have readily 
ascertained all of the facts re­
viewed in the Baltimore Sun's 
editorial of Dec. 11. including the 
statement I issued on Dec. 5, 
which was published in the Bal­
timore Sun and many other 
papers on Dec. 6. two days prior 
io the publication of your edito­
rial. 

T might add that I have re ­
ceived communications commend­

ing my action in the premises 
from the Pennsylvania State 
Negro Council and from a large 
NPC;TO organization in Chicago. 
At least these show that the facts 
were well known and could have 
been readily ascertained by you. 

ALBERT C. RITCHIE, 
Governor of Maryland. 

Annapolis, Md., Dec: 14, 1931. 

The Obstructive McNaboe 
Editor Brooklyn Daily Eagle: S 

Senator McNaboe, representing 
Tammany on the Hofstadter-'Leg­
islative Committee, is evidently 
assuming too much importance. 
The manner used by him attack­
ing an honest witness for the 
State is very unbecoming. He 
should change, to be more gentle, 
as he has been ruled out of order 
many times. 

EDWARD H. BECK. 
Brooklyn, Dec. 12. 

Anthracite Region Busy 
Editor Brooklyn Daily Eagle: 

I would like to call your a t ten­
tion to an injustice done unwit­
tingly to the anthracite industry 
in the reports of troubles in some 
of the bituminous producing ter­
ritories of the United States. In 
this matter not only your news­
paper but the press associations 
and most other newspapers as 
well have been offenders. 

In speaking of conditions in 
some of the bituminous producing 
fields, of starvation wages, reigns 
of terror, etc., the news dispatches 
have been designating the places 
as "in the coal regions." Most 
householders in the East are only 
familiar with anthracite, and so 
to them these stories mean that 
these conditions are prevalent in 
the anthracite fields. Of course 
this is untrue. I t happens that 
the anthracite producing sections 
of the country are weathering the 
present depression in spendid 
fashion. In fact, conditions in the 
anthracite region are better than 
they are in most parts of the 
country. 

The simple designation of the 
places where the troubles are 
occurring as "soft coal or bitum­
inous producing regions" would 
right the whole matter. 

Needless to say we believe that 
an industry employing more than 
150,000 men and on which nearly 
1.000.000 Americans are dependent 
for their means of livelihood is 
entitled to every consideration. It 
seems decidedly unfair for the 
press even through error to rob 
this great industry of the public 
good will which is its due. 

ELIOT FARLEY, 
President D.. L. & W. Coal Co. 
New York, Dec. 12. 

Wants Itaiian-American 
For County Judge Vacancy 

Editor Brooklyn Daily Eagle: 
Judging from the vehement 

campaign in which The Eagle 
joined recently I take it tha t your 
newspaper is anxious at any rea­
sonable time to enlist itself in a 
righteous cause and if necessary 
sponsor whatever thought it deems 
just under the circumstances. 

Some time ago you were courte­
ous enough to give publicity to 
my protest tha t no person of I ta l ­
ian extraction was a member of 
the* Bench of the City, County 

to.be

