Governor Ritchie's statement in
Baltimore am,
Sundey moraing, Dee, 6th 10,

The erime of this negro Willisms was a shooking thing, but he should have
puid the penalty for it through the established legnl machinery., The action of the
mob in lynehing him must bring the blush of shame t0 every law abiding imrylender,
vhether on or off the Zastern ihore.

The duty of ascertaining the perpetretors and pmishing them rests on the
suthoritieos of Wicomieo County,~ the itate’s Attornay, the Grend Jury amnd the Olre
cult Court. MOMWD“MMHWMIQ
plass 40 presseute Whe sans vigiweusly, stepping 3ot &t the leeders, Wt sarmying
1% t0 every other person who Sook part, and who can be identified”,

| 1 bhave oonfidemoes in ir. Dalley and bdelieove that he will do sxactly what
he says, but in the face of this outrage, which 15 of State wide importance, it is
ny duiy to give him all the assistance within my power,

Under the authority conferred on me by the Comstitution, I have directed
the ittorney Gemoral %o cooperate with the Itate's ittorney of Wicomico County in
the vigorous prosecution of the perpetrators of this erinme, 7The itterney General
will have behind him every agency which the Jtate ean supply for his assistance,

There resains the qusstion of the effect of this lynohing upon the case
of Urphsn Jones.

It is Lsperative that Grphan Jones be tried, whorever he 13 %o be tried,
at the eariiest possible zument, Jones' attorney has appealed t0 the Court of
Appeals from the onder of the lower ¢ourt removing his case to Dorehester Gounty. I
an advised that the Ciroult Court will not try the case until this sppeal has been



