
LYNCH VERDICT 
CLOSES PROBE 
State Can Take No,. Further 

Action, Lane Declares 

So far as the State of Maryland is 
concerned, the Salisbury lynching 
case is closed, Attorney General 
William Preston Lane said today. 

The report late yesterday by the 
Wicomico County grand jury that it 
had found "absolutely no evidence 
that can remotely connect anyone 
with the instigation or perpetration 
of the murder" of Matthew Wil­
liams, Negro, on Dec. 4 constitutes 
the final chapter in the story, Mr. 
Lane said. 

"I have decided to make no com­
ment on the jury's report," the At­
torney General said. "The jury ex­
amined 128 witnesses. After con­
sidering their testimony, it reports 
that it can find 'absolutely' no evi­
dence to connect, even 'remotely, 
anyone with the crime. The grand 
jury, under the laws of our state, is 
supreme within its territory. I be­
lieve no comment from me is neces­
sary." 

Mr. Lane pointed out that he had 
participated in fie lynching investi­
gation at Governor Ritchie's direc­
tion rather than upon any request 
from the authorities'of Salisbury or 
Wicomico County. His position in 
such a situation, he explained, is 
more that of assistant than director 
of any investigation. 

Mr. Lane said that, in his opin­
ion, the only possibility that the 


