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127 Kilburn Street. 
Elkton, Maryland. 
December 23rd, 1*31. 

The Honorable Mr. A. Ritchie 
Governor of Maryland. 
.Annapolis, Maryland. 

My dear s i r . 
As a race man and a c i t i z e n of t h i s Country. I am hereby 

fowarding you t h i s l e t t e r for your ca re fu l c o n s i d e r a t i o n , on 
"behalf of the American TTegroe. Deal ing s o l e l y on the " lynching" 
o T Ba&», 

I t i s a m a t t e r of f a c t , t h a t these cases a re becoming more 
p r e v a l e n t . For we f ind within a week of the p rev ious month, we 
have on record , " th ree l y n c h i n g s " . One in Maryland, and two in 
West V i r g i n i a . The l a t t e r happening in the same town . - - -Sure ly 
t he re must be some s o l u t i o n to solve t h i s d i f f i c u l t problem. 

we a p p r e c i a t e very h ighly the t h ings you have done for us . 
But the g r e a t e s t d e s i r e t h a t over a m i l l i u n NegxoeB are asking 
now. i s , ample p r o t e c t i o n from "mob v i o l e n c e " . We want the 
p r o j e c t i o n tha t w i l l p r o h i b i t our being taken from j a i l s . - -
Only tu be t o r t u r e d , hanged, and our bod ies r i d d l e d with b u l l e t s 
by ";nbbs" 

S t a t i s t i c s prove t h a t we are a law abiding peop le . And i t 
i s a ma t t e r of f a c t , t h a t we do approve of the law tak ing i t ' s 
cou r se . But the mobs claim they do these t h i n g s to se t examples. 
- - -So why not inforce the "law" to punish tire members of the "mobs" 
for the same reason? Po we have to submit to p r o t e c t ourse lves? 
Or s h a l l the law >>e e f f i c i e n t enough to give us ample p r o t e c t i o n ? 
As has bean s t a t e d b e f o r e , something must be done. 

I am a i n c e r l y yours 
Major Colman. 
30 Edgiiiore avenue 
Ttfev, York C i t ^ , N.Y. 
loo N, Ihanaxiitucoi' S^. 
N . P h i l a , Pcinn, 

l.TP.-n T 
Purtlan Virginia. 

Clyde Bftasiclce Secy. 


