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The Essay Meetings.

About 1867 or 1868 the younger Friends of Baltimore Meeting
felt that there was need of more social intercourse smong the members
of the congreg&ation, and to meet this need the Essay Meetings were
held and continued through the winters of several years., They wsre
held, I think, &t first fortnightly, and then monthly, in the base-
ment of the Meeting House, corner of Futaw and Monument Streets,

The meetings were designed to ke instructive &8 well as social
occaslons, The first part of the evening was devoted to the reading
of original essays, or pe&pers on literary or historical subjects by
members of the meeting appointed by Committee of Arrangements, Once
or twice, I think, there were readingse from standard authors,

Joseph Merrefield on one or two occcaslons read some original verses,
one piece I recollect vee on "Lake George", or a& he called it,
following the old French name, "Lac Secrament". Others who tock &t
different times were M. Alice Broocks, lMary Snowden Thomas, Dr., Edward
Rhoads, of Philedelphia, Dr. Caleb Winslow, John C. Thomas and Allen
C. Thomas, The latter part of the evenling was piven up to social
intercourse. ~

Theee meetings in larpge measure fulfilled the purpose of those
vho were instrumental in getting them up, and the memory of them 1s
altogpether & pleasant one.

Allen C, Thowas,
Fourth month, lst, 1905,

Following up & suggestion mede by Dr. Carey Thomes 1in a conver-
sztion with him reletive to the work at Light Street, T. James Hunter
called & meeting of the voung peonle of Light Street to be held
sixth month, 10th, 1888, On this dete & Christian Endeavor Soclety
was orrenized &s &n avenue for the development and exercise of the
spiritusl gifts of the younger members end attenders of the Meeting,
and the following officers were elected: FPres't, T, James Hunfer,
Secretary, Zora £, Pardoe; Treasurer, Henry Moller. ©Subsequently
cormittees such &s "Lookout","Prayer Meeting","Scciable", etec,, Wecre
appointed to look after the various lines of work, Prayer meetings
were held every 4th day evening., Business meetings were held monthnly
and followed by a sociable., The prarer meetinge were opened by




