twice visited North Carolina to distribute provisions, clothing
and money, and during that yeer four hundred members, adults and
children, fifty of whom arrived here destitute, at one time were
Torwarded to the WVest,

Though this emligration was discouraged, it couid not be won-
dered at, as they fled from the ravages of war to join relatives
who hed vrospered in the West, and who gave them cordizal welcome.

Some of these families wers returned by the Association to
their former homes, where they cultivated their lands with com=
mendable snergy.

There was pecullar difficulty attending the journey of four
hundred miles to Baltimore, and the converslon of their currency
inte that of the United States &t & loss of several hundred per
cent, generally lended them in Baltimore desstitute of funds and
clothing, and with elght hundred miles still before them. Many
of the young men in escaplng conscriptionm had to travel on foot
at night, wade rivers, and slesp in the woods. GSeveral of tnem
were fired at and wounded.

While thus engaged in relief work of this kind, it was soon
Telt that there were even stronger clzaims upon this Association
to educate the children, many of whom from the need of thelr
labor at home, the scarcity of books, and the conscriptions of
teachers, had lost four years of instruction, the period of &
country c¢hild's school 1ife, The President of the Association
again visited Norta Carolina at the time of the Yearly Meeting
in eleventh month, 1865, and there met in consultation Joseph
Crokfield, of England, Samuel Boyce, of lew England, &nd Marmen-
duke C, Cope, of Philadelrhia, &and conferred with the Education
Committee of North Carolina Yearly Meeting. After carefully con-
sidering the whole matter, the Association concluded to appro=-
priate $5,000,00 to the Boarding School, $2,500.00 to be expended
in repeiring the school building, and in refitting the furniture
and school apparatus, and $2,500,00 to pay the board and tuition
at the school of thes children of Friends who had sufferad most
by tne war,

Secondly to esatablish primery schools in every Friend's
neighborhood under the direction of the Association, and to ap-
point a competent superintendent to devote his whole time to their
supervision, The position of Superintendent was offered to Joseph
Moore, who &ccepted it, and his Christien interest and devotion
added lergely to the success of the work,

The first report of the Superintendent of Echools showed
that the whole number ettending the schools was a little owver
eleven hundred, of which about seventy per cent were Friends'! Chil-
dren, These who were not Friends paid & moderate tuition. The
teachars were all Friends except two or three, and these attended
the leeting.

In order for the greater efficiency of the schools in the
future, it was found necessary to have 2 Normel 8chool, éspecielly
for training teachers in the branches to be taught, and in methods
of teaching and governing. The Normal School was opened at Spring-
fizld Meeting House, and continued seven weeks, and over fifty




