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with oid and desperate offeaders. In the female
s are, if It wore possible, still worne. A nnmbe
ndies, members ofthe Boeiety of Friends,

wha, for ten yoars past, on Sabbath afternoons, bave

the present erowded state of the prison,” In briel,
vut-spoken, enargotic language, they declare that, “‘at
the ﬁqﬂs.w-pmt tite shocking

of ey al ha-

man heings—setting at deflance, in & great degros, tho
anthority of both Warden and Matron, and, for the
want of snitable cells where Lthe greatest offunders can

be put away into solitary panishment—ihe Lagn io the
enly prnishoent!™ These revelations of prison life n |
the Hiate Penltentiary of Maryland, terrible they ap- |
poar to be, are yot (ar from H:pr:tllulhlllﬂﬂlﬂﬂfl

Christian teachings, Frmals memberd of the Boelety
of Friends have, for nearly & decads, sought unwear.
‘fedly, om each recurring Babbath, to wia back the
wretehed prisoners of thelr owao scx to patbe of Tirtae
and Peetitude, The success which unce erowned their
' oHorts stimulated them to persevere; but mow, they |
have not only to contend with sullen aad intractable U
gpirits, but are alee ala rmiasl for their persviial sofely,
while the warden confusses the lnpossibility of eor- |
reating by diszipline depravity so foul, and condact 8o
ontrageones. 1
Doetor Friek, the able physleian to the Penitentia-
ry, bears teatimony to the faet, that through the min-
Lstratinns of thees Indies—Lladies T the true meaning of
the old Sazon componnd word “Lafl’ dien,” or brend
giver—thera are In our eommunity many discharged
convlets who are leading upright asd honest lives, in
consequence of the christian instruction roceived while
inmates of the prison.  Dut be §s constralned to add,
shat sodlng the niter imponsibility of aceomplishing
their he ent purpiae, the membars of Uis praise-
worthy asmoeation “havo resalved to shandon thoir
charge unloss some clange ¢an bo cffected wideh pro-
mises them & better opportunity of dolng good than at
tle prosent.” Whin sueh nnble-hearted philanthro-
pista an Hannah Tallot, Hancab Ann Tyson, Margaret
€heston, and their companions, are foreed Lo rotire in |
despair from the feld of their labors, the case must be
desperate Indeed, Were the whole truth told, we
shonld judge, even from the briel and vivld plimpees
revealed In the pamphlet before us, that our Ueniten-
tiary lsa perfest Pasdemoninm, whero vice and [nwleas-
nasarun riot, where gond counscl is met Ly ribald words
- g obacene jests: and threms of punishment with eon- |
tomptuous bravada.  Tow shall the lost authority of |
theo prison offielsls he restored? How shall the young
apd comparatively guileless prisoncrs he restrained
from beconlng reciplents of the evil suggestions of old-
var ¢onvicta? How zhall those unruly women be ro-
dueed to subjection, whose eondition is such az Lo for-
bid e approach of the members of an amockation or-
ganlzed expressly for the purpose of promoting their
present and fature welfare? We need an additional
dormitory, exclaim the Directore, Wenead a new dng-
mitory eapable of lLolding six hundred persoas, crles
Dr. Frick, The Inatitution stands In pressing need of
a large and spacious doritary containing some six or |
elght -hundred cells," saye the Wariden, The Stale |
stande dn weed of a ner Peniteatigry, say we. The
whalé interinr arrangement of lhﬁ:rt.urr.t building is f
fuulty in the extreme, © The prisoners;even when con-
fined in thelr eclls, can communieate with each other,
and cancoct all sorts of villalnons plans with hinpunity,
and no degree of vigilaner on the part of the officers |
ean prevent the evil,

The siruelure now oecapies Uis whale of the groand
helonging Lo the State, and cannot be enlarged, even
for mew dovmitoriés withoul invelving the weecssity of
purchasing from the eity a portics of the juil Jot ad- |
jolning. To rewmodel the present Peaitentiary, ani
put np tuch additional bulldings as are aheolutely ro-
quired, would coal as wuch, of more, than 1o erect a
new one: while the eramped limits Lo which any im-
provements nn the strueture now etanding musl noces-
parily be eonfined, would preeluds the possibility of
TVLRT e JEss it TReniably call fr. :

A suggestion has been made which we think a wine
onc. Itis to purchaso one of tho islaods in the Tay,
and conatruct npon it & Penltentiary on the plan most
approved by modern experience.  There the prisoners |
might liave all the isnlation which is neceesary fur
their panishment and reform—surrounded by water,
iho buildings would neesd no protecting wall, while
many of those who do not now work at all might Le

if finrini gallis e == =T T
:E'I‘,].L'“,L,;;,:.l_'uﬂ’m?'i“.fﬂ'uﬂﬁ e Institution. The

suggestion comes hefore urin @ erode shape, and we
have neither thne nor space to-day to claborate it
Wo slmply give it, therelnre, in conneetion with the
preaent review of the ennditinn of our Penitentiary,
wilh the hope that some action will be tnken spoedily
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