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Dur Peudtentiary.

Ocenpying a portion of the eastern alope of Jones’
Falls, not far from what will so6n be the contre of the
city, there isa pile of buildings, in which offendors
agninpt the laws, tried or usiried, are ineareeratod, —
Thoogh forming nn unbroken square, covering o large
space of gronnd, this pile consists of twa sepnrate and
distinet estnblishmen ts—aonp forming the city and
eoaniy jail, the ather the Stake penidentiare.  With
the former we have, at present, aothing to do; with
the latter, mach; for the recent anomal report of ifs
President and Directors contains conviacing proof that
it bas become uttkrly unfit for the purposes for which
i was designnd, A penitentiary, az its oung imiplica,
Is intended to be & place eombining two essontlials
to the well being ol socicty, the puolshment of erimi-
nals for past misdecds, and their refiem, ns o protee
tion to society In fu ture, and as an act of lninanitr io
wards the indivhiual, Variows wodes bare beea de-
vieed, of late vears, lo Aceawplish theso desirabie
reaults, some of which have proved reasonally sae-
corsfal, while otlers—we alluwle to the golitary system—
may be enid to have sgnally falled,

In the Maryland penitentlary no punishment award-
ed ta refraetory prisoners can be earried ok, wlila
their reform is utterly out of tha question, They may
have entered their cells Alled with remarse for their evil |
delngs, and ressleed to lead, in fatnre, wiorad lives; bt |
those evll eommunicationa which are said o enrrupl |
good mannoers, also tend 1o corrupt gl roealvos, and
tho masaciatinne which, in our penitentiary, o eriming, |
forms with iz fellow ennviels, are far mare likely, ot |
the elose of Nis sentence, Lo return hia uped sodicty a |
hardencd rufling than 8 chastened penitent,  This
arises, Ina preat messure, from notorions defects in
the construction of 1he building, and frow is present
over-crgwded condition.

The number of prizoners fit the preacut time wilhin
the walle nf the penitentinry s four Jmnadeed i Len

Thead are hudiied togeather Twtd i apieee futended fo me-
eniitodate ouly tiwo o eed el fifty-sic ! 1 tlho en-
deavar to gaia sdditional room o portion of the wale
inmates have been Wlivnst jnto ilnmp asd badly venii
Iated ander-pround eelts, where they comtraot acouie
diseases, which neccssttates their removal tis the lyos
pitaly leaving their uuhealthy dens 1o be arrapiel by
othierd, wha, ala, finally pass into the hands of Lhe
physicinn, and e followed in suceession ly sindlar
relays of invmlids,

A part of the biilding expresly fntondal fir Lo
tul purposes is lkewine Gitol up with bisdatemdds, swhere
i AEFEH IR OGP H gy the wirpe mpartitent, fieo mud
three bedug thrast fegether Tn e avme beil, A darigi-
tory, previowsly vel apart for the women Pristas,
han aleo been taken for the men; e wanen, thirty
i in namber, with five young ehifldron, leing o
sbrivted e Bee ronmie, which give nn aversge of avor
Beven Lo o raam, ichere they tos, pot vufreguenily, e
wrawlen] theee tn a Do)

The seoncs af disorder anid vielench to wliicl 1hia
eondition of things pives vive, arc acinitted by the 1
yeetors 1 be beyansd the conteel of (e offcers of Lhe
prison, wha nrkinwledse thnt 11 ia itlerly vain toox
peet any refurnntion while the young, and COHIfn
tively puiltless, are 1orded together promizednasty
with old and desperate affenders, In the feuinle waid
matbers are, if |t were posaible, still worse, A n Tl
of benevolent ladies, wembers of the Buogicty of Friewds,
wha, fir len years past, nn Babbath afternooss, hnres
miministered religious instpuction to the female prison
ers, bear cmphntie teatlniony b “'the eanfisinn, un
clenolioess, npd netor wnnt of diseipdbne Fesulting from
Uhe preseat crowdod state of fl prison." 1o lbrjef
oul-spnken; onorgetic InBgunge, they declare thad, *iat
this time, the fumnle cooviegs Iresent the shocking
apecincle of o lnwlean gnng of the most ilegrrmulod af b
penn buings- setbing at definnee, In & great degroe, Ll
anihincity of bathh Warden nad Matrom, nnd, fir ih
want of suitalde cells where 1l greatisi offenders can
L purt away inko eolitary punishment— ke Ligi is i
outy piunishment!  These rovelotions of prison Hie iw
the Ziate Fenitentinry of Marylaml, torrible they ap
poar i be, are yot fur from ex pressing the grosssess of
the excesmes, and the magnitude of the evils which now
b defiancs 4 n]r-_]:isoiplinar, ind nen proof agninst mll
Christinn tenchings. Foinals mewnbers of the Society
of Friends hare, fle mearly & decade, songht anwear
ledly, on ench recurring Sabhath, te win back the
wretehod prisoners of thelr own sex 1o paths of virtue
andl reetitude,  The sureess which stiee crowned their
elfuris stimulated them o Persevere; bok o, thecy
hare not. anlr to contend with sullen and intrpctalde
spirite, bud vre atvo wlarmed Sfor thefr pereenal wefely,
while the wonlen ooafemss the innpeniboility of ear
recling by discipline dopravity so finl, and eonduet an
aulrageanus,

Doetor Frick, tha nble ['hysician tn the Peoitentin-
ry, bears testimony 1o the fact, that throngh the min-
istrations af these Iadics ~laddiex 10 the troe meaning of
the old Raxon eompouwad word *lafl dion," or bread
giver—there nee in onr communily many dischargod
conviels wha are leading upright and honest fives, in
tonrequense of the ebristing instruetion reecived while
inmates of the priscn.  Bug he ja canstrnined to add,
that seving the ybtoer impnssibility of secomplishing
their benerolent rrarpnat, the membars of thia [:r.i.,,_.'_
warthy assocation “have resclved to ghandoan thickr
charge unless soine sbangs ¢ n be ¢fFeered whick [iF-
mises then a betde . L




