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& portion of the eastern slope of Jone®
Falls, not far from what will ssop be the centre of the |,
city, bere isa pile of buildlugs, in which offenders |
against the laws, tried or nutried, are lucureerated. —
Though formiug an unhroken square, covering o large
space of ground, this pile connists of two separate and
distinot estahlishments—one forming the clty and
county jail, the other the State penitentinry. Wit
the former we bove, at present, nothing to do; with
the latter, much; for the recent arpunl Foport of Its
Freskdent and Directors containg con vinelng proof that
it has hecome utterly unfit for the purposes for whiol
It was designed. A penitentinry, as its name implles,
I8 intonded io be n place combinlng two sssentials
to the well belng of sacicly, the punishment of erimi-
sals for past misdeeds, and their reform, aa a protec-
tion to soclely in future, and as an act of humanity tn
wards the Individual. Various modes havo been de-
vised, of late years, to aceomplish these desirnble
resalts, some of which have proved reasonahly sue-
ceasful, whila others—we allade 1o the salitary systom—
may be said to have signally falled,

In the Marrland penitentlary no pusishment award-
ed to refractory prisoncrs can he carried ount, while
thelr reform I ubterly oot of the question. Thoy may
have entered thelr cells fitled with remorss for their evl]
dolngs, and resolved to lend, in futore, moral tivea; buf |.
thaso evil communientions which are mld 1o eerrapt
good manners, alse Lend to corrupt goad resolves, and
the amsoclatlons which, in our penitentiary, o erimina.
fornas with his follow eunvicts, nre fir more likely, at
the closd of his sentence, to returp blm upim society a
bordened rullinn than & chastened penitont. This |
urlsds, In & great measure, from notorious deficts in
tho construetlon of the buibding, and from itx prosent
ovor-crowded conditinn, #

The member of prisoners &t the present timo within
the walls of the penitentiory Is four bundred and ten
Thees are huddled tagether futd o space itended to g
commodote ciily two hwidred amd fifty-sic! 1n tho en-
deavor to paln sdditional room n portlon of the mnle
inmates Lave heen thrast inte dnmp and badly venti-
laled under-groand eolls, whero they coniract aculp
dincase, whicli necorsitates thelr removal tn the hos-
pitalyleaving thelr unhenlthy dens to he occupled by
others, who, Wlso, finally pass into the hands of e
physlclan, and are followed in sncecssion by wiotlar
rolays of Invalida. - .

A part of the building expresaly intended for hoagpi-
tal purpasos in likewise fitted ap with bedsteads, irhere
six and seren wew vceupy the saue mprerinmient, fiee o
thres bedng thrast toyetker i the sme beel, A dormd.
tory, previooaly sot apert fur the womeon prisomers,
has also heen- Inken for the nen; the watnon, thiriy-
two in number, with five young children, being re-
strieted o five rooma, which glve an averago of aver
even to n o room, whers ey foa, nel mifreguently, are
ermeded three i o)

Tho sccocs of disseder and vinlone® {n whieh {0l
enndition of things gives riae, are admitted by the Di-
rectors to b boyond the control of the slficors of the
prison, who seknowbedge that It s utterly rnin to ex-
Peet muy roformation while the Foung, and compara-
tively gniltless, are herded together promisedbusly
with old and desporate offenders, In the female ward
mntiers are, if 1t wore poesible, still worse, A namber
of brneveleut ladies, membors afthe Bocioty of Friends,
whn, for ten years pasl, on Sabhath aflermoons, have
ndministered roligions instruction to thademnle prison.
€im, hear emphatic testimony tn tihe cenfislon, un-
clcanlinesa, and wttor want of diseipline resulting from
the prosent erowded state of the priton,”  In hrief,
ont-spoken, cnergetic Iangunge, they declare that, *ai
thia time, the fomale conrlots present the shocking
speetacle of b lawles gang of the most dograded of hu-
man helngs—setting at deflance, in & great degree, the
anthorily of both Warden and Matron, and, fur the
want of suitable cells where the greatent nlfenders can
be pat away into solitary punisbiment—rhe Laan is the |
anly punichment!™  These revelations of prison life in
the Hiate I'enitentinry of Maryland, terrikle they ap-
pear tobe, are yet far from expressing the groaeness of
the excosses, and the magnitnds of the evils which now
bid definnce td » discipline, and aro proor agninst all
Christlan teachlngs. Fewals members of the Enclety
of Friends have, fir nearly & decade, sought unmear-
ledly, om each recurring Sabhath, o win hack the
wretehed prisoncrs of their own sox to paths of Tirtae
and Fectitude, The suceess which once arowBod their
efforts stimulated them 1o persevere; hei wow, they
bave not anly to contend with sullon and introctalile
apirits, but are also alormed for fheir personal sufety,
while the wnrden eonfomes the impoaribility of eor-
recting by discipline depravity so fonl, nnd condnet so
culrageonr,

Doctor Frick, the able plepsician to the Penitentin-
r¥s bears testlmony to the fact, that th ratgh Lhe min-
intrations of theas Indics—mdics 3n the true menbing of
the old Saxon eompound ward “Lafl dien,” or hread
Eiver—there are in onr commanity many discharged
comvicts who are lending upright and honest lives, in
consequence of the christian instrastiog recelved while
inmates of the prison. Dat he js constralned to add,
that secing the ntter impossibility or accomplishing
their benorolent Purpass, the members of this praise-
worlhy asocntion ‘“havp resalred to abandon (Keir

charge unless some changa ean he effroted which pro-
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