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Christ; so that he and she were united in the desirc of serviee
and worked together to bring others into the knowledge of
Christ's love in which they themselves rejoiced. It was a
time of great diseconragement for Friends in Baltimore, for
the meeting had reeently been deprived by death of many
whd seented essential to its strength; in addition to this, the
exeitement in the ecountry incident to the Civil War greatly
increased the difficulties of the situation, In this emergeney
the ministers apd elders met together from time to time at
one another's héuses to wait on the Lord for his blessing,

and we may believe that the new life that soon began to show

itself in the membership had a direct eonneetion with this
earnest looking unto the Lord for His help.

The influence of Dr, Thomas and his wife on a number of
the younger Friends at this time was very great. They
started a Bible Class at their house, which was attendcd by
a number of persons, Mission work on Federal Hill was
begun with thc Boys' Meeting, started by Dr. Thomas as
a union effort in‘1857, and continued by him until his death.
Later the Girls’ Sewing School and other forms of mission
work were addcd by one and another of the workers, until in
course of time, the present commodious bnilding, situatcd on
Light street, was erccted, and a mceting for worship estab-
lished. Dr. Thomas was often eheered by ineeting men in
unexpected places whose lives had been permanently ehanged
and blessed through the influcnce of the Boys' Meeting.
After his death an aetive and sueeessfnl Christian worker in
Baltimore remarked, ¢*Dr. Thomas never knew of it, but I
owe all that I am to him. I nscd to attend that Boys' Meet-
ing years ago, and was there brought to know the Lord, and
the whole course of my life was changed.” This is only one
instance among many.

Very soon after his father's death, Dr. Thomas began to
speak as a minister in our meetings for worship, and thongh
what he had to say was at first very brief, and his manner
rather abrupt, his gift rapidly developed and he hecame a
minister of much power. He was reeorded in Twelfth
month, 1866. His active lﬂil}d, kept by soecial interconrse




