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took a very active and carnest part. He was inereasingly con-
cerned that the doetrines and testimonies of Friends should
be maintained in their integrity, espeeially those that rclate
to the voice of the Lord in the heart of the individual be.
liever, and to the headship of Clhirist in our meetings for
worship.  One of his very last cxpressions in regard to the
future of the Socicty of Friends was a dcep coneern that
Friends shonld preserve their mectings for worship in their
freedom from all official dircction that would interfere with
the right liberty of the individual.

On his way home he stopped for a First day at Urbana,
Ohio, where he preached in one of the churches in that city.
It was his last sermon, and the audience listened witl decp
attention as he spoke to them on the love of God and the in.
flienee this should have on our lives, Already he had had
scveral .attacks of what was afterwards recognized to be
neuralgia of the heart, This returned, and at the time of our
Yearly Meeting in 1897 he was too unwell to ecome to the
mecting, of which he was the Clerk. There seemed, however,
no reason for immediate anxiety, and when the end cane, as
it did very snddealy, it was a profound shock to all.

The annual meeting of the Yearly Meeting's Pastoral
Committee was in session when the news was brought;
business was at once suspended and the members of the
Committee, many of whom were his close personal friends
and fellow-workers, gave expression to their grief, und a time
of solemn prayer followed.

His sndden death at the age of 64, when we might reason-
ably have hoped that he would have many more years of
nsefnlness, is aloss to our Meeting that is not casy to estimate,
Our prayer is that we may be enabled still to go forward.
The watehword for the Chureh is, *“The Lord is forevermore
the same.” As generation after generation passes, His word
to those who are coming forward is what it was to Joshua of
old, «“As I was with Moses, so will I be with thee. I will not
fail thee nor forsake thee.'’




