His interest in perscnal religion was awakened by hearing
an address delivered in the street by John Hersey, a conse-
crated Methodist. When Joseph John Gurney paid a reli.
gious visit to this country in 1838-39, he was the guest of
his father, Joseph King, and soon became g’l‘ﬂﬂ}u&
in Francis, and asked the young man to be his companion
in a visit to the Meetings in Virginia. The intercourse be-
tween the gifted and spiritual Englishman and his young
friend was the turning point in the life of Francis T, King,
He then realized his pardon and acceptance with God the
Father, through Jesus Christ the Son, and accepted intelli-
gently and heartily the views of the Society of Friends in
regard to worship, the priesthood of all believers, the so-
called Ordinances, pcace and other points, and cspeeially
the doetrine of the individual yuidance of the Holy Spirit.
He found in his own Meeting true Gospel fellowship and
ministry, and rapidly advaneed in Christian eharacter and
nsefulness. e felt called of God, but, after mature delib-
eration, not to the public ministry of the Word, but to a life
dedicated to the serviee of Christ in other lines of work.

His capacity for mercantile business was great, but in the
midst of a suecessful career, like Matthew at the receipt of
custom, he heard the command, * Follow me,"" and he arose
and followed Him. Having become possessed of the specific
sum that he had covenanted with the Lord to be satisfied
with, the income of which was sufficicnt fer the comfortable
support of his family, he withdrew from active business, and
although always interested in financial concerns, he after-
wards engaged in no business which he belicved could inter-
fere with his devotion to the main purpose of his life, the
affairs of the Church, and the welfare of men. To a
Friend the puidanee of the Holy Spirit is no intangible
doctrine, held in common with other doctrines, but a
daily experience. Upon this golden thread hung all his
after work. Kecogmizing himself as a simple instrument in
the Lord's hand. he was humble and teachable, and desir-
ous of daily guidance in what he did and in what he de-
clined 1o undertake. He was a man of prayer, and daily

laid before the Lord his concern for the Church and the
abjects which claimed his attention

His deepening Christian life was soon acknowledged by
the Church, and when quite young he was made an Over-
seer amd an Elder of Haltimore Monthly Mecting, He was
Clerk for years of this Meeting, and of Baltimore Quarterly
Meeting, and afterwards served the Yearly Mecting as
Clerk from 18¢6 to A5, AAll these offices he filled ably
and farthfully, readily vieldi i them to others, in order to
bring thewm into the work of the Church at the right time,
At the berinning of Franeis '] King's service, the S0ciety
of Friemds in Baltimore was stil) feeling the separation
which occurred in 1824, birt with a fow voung men of like
purpose, a muclens of Christian effort was soon formed.
Hesides their activity within the Soviety they had a Pirst
day School for eolore people, then under the laws of sla
Yory.,

Francis T. King soon became a representative citizen in
Haltimore, as well as a representative Friend Believing
himself called 1w work for men. as well as for Friends, he
aceepted positions of trust, which enabled him to cxtend his
usefulness.  1In this way he was instrume ntal in planning
aml carrying oul the present svstem of water supply in Bal.
timore, as one of the City Water Commissione rs; and at the
time of the Civil War was ahle by his wise connsel to influ
ence the city authorities to maintain their position of loyalty
te the United States. MHis life was one of unceasing ac-
tivity, both within the Chureh and in important philan-
thropie enterprises of various kinds. He wasthe originator
and President of the Central Savings Bank, the exeeutor of
several large estates, President of the Marviand State Rible
Soeciety, President of the Thomas Wilsen Sanitarium for
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Hopkins Hospital, f the Trustees OFthe lohn:
kins University, a Trustée of the Young e hristing
Association Building, and of many other institutions. He

was consulted by many persons on public and private af-

fairs, ai s ready, both with advice and money, to assist

individuals and enterprises which Appealed to his judgment.
But his greatest concern was always for the Society of

~ Friends, and he maintained his position as a Friend faith-

fylly.

he condition of Friends during the war was the subject
of a Conference of the Yearly Meetings in the United States,
which was held in Baltimore in 1863, in which Francis T,
King took a leading part. On acconnt of the proximity of
Baltimore to Washington, frequent visits were made to the
Capital in behalf of Friends who had been drafted, and the
law relating to Friends was the result of interviews with
President Lineoln and Secretary Stanton.  These visits were
often occasions of the deepest interest, and som times of
religious exercise. The Government manifested great wil
lingness to meet the views of Friends as far as it was possible,
At the conclusion of the war, the condition of the Freedmen
at the South was the oecasion of a second Confercuce, alsn
held in Baltimore, in 1866. FrancisT. King and others were
deeply interested in this work, both in Baltimore and clse
where. . The work in Baltimore took shape in the formation
of a Normal School for colored people, which afterwards
oecupied the Friends' Meeting House premuiscs at the eorner
of Saratoga and Courtland streets, vacated by Friends

When in 1869 President Grant devolved the duty of the
selection of Indian agents uwpon Priends, a third general
Conference of delegates from all the Yearly Mectings was
held m Baltimore. An Exeentive Committee of FPriend
having charge of this extensive concern wa appointed
Francis T. King took an important part as enc of the Com
mittee of Baltimore Yearly Mecting, frequently visiting
Washington in its behalf, and sharing the deliberations and
responsiblities of the Assoviated Committee in the succeed
ing years of its more active work,

The interest taken by Francis T. King in Friends of
North Carolina dates back to about 186 Cne of the nn
merous objects that ealled for sympathy and aid was pre
sented m a eireular issued by the North Carolina Represen
tative Mecting, ;miu;,: that the New Garden HBoard H1ge

School was in great fnancial diiculty, and would hive to

Dbe closed unless it shonld receive additional T IES.

cie T. King was appointed to examine into its affai

by his finaneial skill and practical ability, showed

school could e set on a sonnd hasi How well the 1
profited by his sugpestions, is shown by the fact that they
suceessfully conducted the school throngh the Civil War on
a gold basis, and it alone, of all the Southern institutions
of learning, =o far as is known, came throughethat Jdreadful
period without financial disaster.  This striking inst

the ability of North Caroliva Friends, top
herdism n mamtaining their testimons ACUNET war, e
deep impression on Francis T. King, and convineed him
that with proper encouragenient and aid, a strong Yearly
Meeting might again be built up. Emigration to the West
had begun as soon as the way was open through the lines of
the hostile armies. Hundreds of Friends reached Baltimor
in a destitute condition, and it was to provide for tham that
the *Baltimore Association of Friends, 1o advise and assist
Friends of the Southern States,'" was Irganized in o Rig,
under the leadership of Francis T, King. At first its effofts
were turned to relieving physical distress, and to stop the
unwise ¢migration; then to establish schoals, to int rodnee
improved methods of agricultnre, to envourage First-day
schools and metings, and finally, to aid in raising New
Garden Boarding School to the vollegiate standard which
it afterwards reached as Guilford College. This work,
covering a period of more than twemy years, was pre-
eminently due to Francis T. King, under the blessing
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