From her childhood spent im the co.ntry, Mary Applegarth was blessed by
a love end appreciation for nature and the outdoors. 5he used to enjoy long walks
in Gwynns Falls Fark and around Lech Haven, and in later life took great pleasure
in ridinz with her friends over the looal countryside end lor grecter distances.

During her later years, Mary Applegarth oi'ten smnid that there remained only
one thing sne could do for the Meeting she loved, and that was to pray for it. GShe
was constant in bringing the Meeting into the Light, in holding its welfare up to
God in leving petition. Her concern strengthened her preayer, and her prayver
strengthened her ooncern; end, springing from both, there arose in her a rare
sensitiveness to the needscf the Meeting and of its members.

Grandme believed deeply that the Meeting had & work to do and a message to
speak forth. In later years she could not “ear the messeges brougnt by the Friends
who ministered, yet she felt deeply the need in the Meeting for the spoken word.
She was easrnestly concerned that her Lord be lifted up, and that H e be made the
ground and inspiration of all thet wes said, so that none who came seeking the
Bread of Lit's would be sent empty away. She se=med to feel that the New Testa-
ment commandment to "preach the Gospel" wes especially leid upon our Meeting and
jts members, and in her guiet way, as a true elder, she made sure that t his obliga-
tion was helfk before our attention.

1t was her af'fectionate conoern or the welfare of each one whioh endeured
her to all., She was always the one who observed the presence of wvisitors in the
Meeting and hastened to make them weloome with gentle, friendly words. Thus her
outgoing coneern drew strangers to the Meeting, even as it wurmed and upheld the
members.

Of her service, Annn B. Thomes wrote to her in Jume of 1943, "I thought of
thee and of all thy gquiet work among cur members which seems to me the most truly
pastoral work that our Meeting does.”

It wes Mary Applegarth's custom to fregquently invite ‘riends and members of
the Meeting to her home. H ere thers was alweys, in addition to greoious hospital-
ity and happy fellowship, her gentle insistence that her guests think topether of
the Meeting, and of the task which was laid upon e oh of us in regard to the Meeting
a8 & means of piving forth the Christian message. H er senrohing questions and
her eounsel, coming as they did out of her ccnsecrnted 1life, have had en inf'luenoe
upon many in this Me~ting whioh will continue througi the years, end the secd she
sowed in quiet talk over the din.ng table o~ntinues to bear fruit in surprising places.

Years of inward prayer had lent to this Friend a gquality of luminous serenity.

To be with her, or even to sit near her in Meeting, wns to be drawn oneself into &

desper sense of worsiip, which was not immediately dissipeted when the Meeting waas
ended.

Surely, "many deaughters have dcne wvirtuously, but thou exezllest tnem ell."” And
"the path of the just is as the shining li-ht, that shineth more and more unto
perfeot day."
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