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but nelther did he need to see the whole Way olear in order
SA NS WAL Sheuk #nd. & Aewp seuse of loas that members to tuke the first step. He oould sturt, 4o nis best, and

of Goose Creek Meeting and the surrounding community learned trust the lssue.
of the sudden death of William T. Smith on March 16, 1956 in _ ;
an automobile accldent on lcy roads. With the illnese and death of Berths Smith ia 13955, there
was, for & time, a dioming of the ligat, butl hen reneweua vigor,
Born July 6, 1878, the son of Edwara J. ana Mary Hannah the same sensitivity Lo the problems and the opportunitiss of
Brown Smith, Will Smith was A birthright member of Gooee the corzunity and the Neetlng, thne unassuning aoceptance ot
Creek Meeting. Bave for three yeare at George bchool where the tasx noeding to be done, not as a Lurden hut aith a qulet
he graduated in 1898 and a few monthe at Bwarthmore College senee of enjoyment and adventure in the doing. On Uecembor
and, later, at the Cornell University Short Course in Agri- 18, 1954, he married Lilllsa Jauwson Figgostt "ho enterea Tully
culture, he waes & lifelong resldent of the lincoln neilghbor- witn hlm into the taske, the enjoyment, and the acventure until
hood. To his Meeting and to his community he contributed deatia intervened.
richly throughout a& full and useful life.
He 18 survivec by hkle wife, Lillien Smith; a Hi{t-r, Bertha_
The death of hie father during hie firset semester at J. Brown; four dzughtere, ¥rs. Rebecos Phifer, Mrc. Eleanor
Swarthmore brought him home to take over the family farm at Emith, Kre. Lether Benneti, and ¥re. Ruthanna Bsyless,
the age of 21. He continued to farm with outstanding succese & 50n, FBdward J. Emlth and pine grandchilaren.
and leadership until hie death. One of the earlisest snippers
to the Washington milk market, he was Loudoun County'# first
"Master Farmer”. He was especially interested in llvestock
and bullt up a fine herd of pure bred Guerneey cowe,

/A

On May 30, 1906, Will Smith married Bertha Pancoast, a Y ‘ffg‘r,f“ W"’

union %o which were born four daughtere ana a eon. Together ;

Will and Bertha Bmith built a Christian home and gave much _zg
;;?

ereative thought and energy to the community ana ite welfare, 4 2 -Elfﬁ i?hfﬂ
particularly that of its young people. ﬁf;_gﬂb}kﬂfﬁ [ et

For thirty-three years until hie reelgnation in 195&,
Will Smith served on the Loudoun County behool Boara, the last
thirty of these as 1te able and dedicetea Chalrman. For &«
number of these early years, and again at the time of his
death, he tsught the young people's Sunday School chaes. He
WaE &n exceptional teacher with that intereet in snd recpect
for hie pupile which encourages them to think for themeelvee,
With hle e&fe in approaching othere, hw wae an excellent
money releer, inetirumental in obteining funde for the original
high school bulldirg at Lincoln ae well &e thoee to rebuila
the Meeting House after its severe damage by storm in the
winter of 1943,

But it 1e for what he was, ae much as for what he ala,
that Will Smith 1& rememberes. It was always gooa to have
bim around. GSomehow he lent a Epeclal quality to any group
or meeting where he wac. Quietly, unhurriedly, conBlderately
&nd thoughtfully, with neither &pology nor ineletence &nd
without wasting worde, he could bte counted on to contrithute
his amn thirking and to listen with intereet and reepect to
otere. Such thinging 1s alwaye eubject to and procuctive of
growth. Without overconfldence, he hdd faith in himeelf, in
hie associatef, in life, in God - & dynamic falthwhich BlWEYE
entalled action. When it eecemed Bomething needed doing he

WaE ready to take it on. Hie wee not precipitate &avilon




