Bavrimore, 4th Wonth 1xf, 1882,

DeEar Fripsn:

It will be remembered that Baltimore Yearly Mecting, and, throngh it, onr

Society at large, beeame interested in North Caroling Friends at the elose of the civil
war, during which they bore a faithinl testimony against war aml slavery; they
endnrved mneh perseention and loss of propeviy, mnd in their rednecd condition were
Preparing to emigrate in o body 1o the West, Throngh the aid amd adviee extended to
them, they decided 1o vemain in North Carolin, sl by the establislonent of agrienl-
toral socicties within the it of enely iacterly Mecting, in conmection with o Model
Farm, and dayv sehools within eaneh meeting for worship, the work of improving their
Land andd edoeating their elilden soon arew ato o large and siecesstul organization,
Almost every school was o religions centre: the teachers heeane intelligent superin-
tendents and teachers of Bible Sehools, and ot nnfregquently ministers of the Gospel,
exereising a decided veligions and socinl influence in their districets.

It s very desivable that this work shonld uot be allowed to stop here. Owing to
the recent rapid growth of the Sonth in waterial wealth amdd population, which the sis
millions of colored people e sluving, it bhecowes our duty to strengthen the only
organized body of Friends in that portion of the conntry wheve theve are pecnliar
openings for the reception of a simple Gospel smong all clusses.  Mission work SO Y
the poor whites and frecdioen i now Being carvied on o =ome extent by Al mennbers
of North Carolina Yearly Meeting in that State and in East Tennessee, amd 1lese fwo
sechions of the Yearly Meeting will be deawn into eloser conneetion this vear by the
opening of a new railroad, by whieh the distzoee will be pedaneed nearvly one-hallf,  We
cannot bhettor illn<tente the Crowing nuportanee of our Society at the Sonth, than bry
the Tollowing statistics of the meetings and members in North Carvoling and Ten-
nessee, tuken from the ofticinl reconds, except that oft TSGO, whicl has been carefully
estimated,

The number of cmigrants amd imigrants has been nearly equal,
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The nnmber of schools tanght by Friends and nnder their control s inereased
since the war, from 18 to 61, and the pupils from abont 600 1o over 3000, 3 large pro-
portion of whom are not the children of Friends, thongh some of thew with their

parents attend onr religions meetings.
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