| \qrﬂr!#u '1'3'1? //0

/ﬁﬁ

Wﬁﬁ
cffyiff;jﬁ;wwwzf Aeele ﬁgif]é?ﬁg

T gy s

[en. B e W%
%WW%%

@A aia, Sk nihZh Mv? i
e W’g%.

Baltimore, Maryland,
= aprid 6, 1917.
Woodrow Wilsom, President,
Washington, D. C.

Representing Baltimore Yearly Meeting of Friends.
(Orthodox) with membership in Maryland, Femnsylvania, Vizginia
and West Virginia, we respectfully appeal to the President of
the United States to avoid a declaration of war with Germany,
i1 possible; and aleo tc save committing our matien te the
nilitariem inseparable frem mniversal compulsory military
serviee and traiaing,

Johm N. Parker, Clerk, ete.

A similar telegram was sent to the Members of ﬂﬁl;:lll
and also to the Semators for the four states mentiomed im the
above telegrap, worded as the above, only ehanged so as to
apply to the u-mqw and Semators,

We respectfully appeal te Jou not to apprbve any bill pro-
viding for %-Hﬂlhm training or military servioe.
We believe & of these measures is an infrisngement .
upon the freedom of -nlnilnn- for whioh our osuntry has alway:
gtood, and that military training will be an injury -
te thl young man Ill ¢ compelled teo IIIITFG it.

We also believe it will llnl t0 militarisrm and will tend
to undermine theose principles of freo democracy of wnich our
ceuntry has been in the past a ceonsrioucus uphplder,

Should you, however, feel it neceseary %o approve bills
requiring compulsery training and eerviee, we reapectfully
urge you to oonsider carefudly the olaims "to exemption of con-
scientiour objectors. Wwe believe that such persons have no
desire to eoscape or shirk their duty as citisens, but baseing
their claims to consideration on the right te freedom of con-
science for which our country has always hfthertc stocd, we
ek you s¢ tc frame any bill which may be rresented te Len-
gress that the oonsoienticus seruples of individuals may be
regarded: and if any alternative service should be required
thet suoh servioce should be designated by 2 Board to be ap-
peintod by the Fresident, of which at least the majority be
civilisnse,

Yours very truly,
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