From the Executive Committee of Baltimore Yearly
Meeting’s Pastoral Committee, to the members of the Pas-
toral Committee in the Subordinate Meelings.

Deanr Frigxms

In adjourning the Monthly meetings of our Pastoral Com-
mittee nuntil the Fall, we <«end you a word of loving greeting and encour-
agement.

We feel that in looking over the condition of our Yearly Mecting we
have canse to thank God and take eournge, We believe that the work of
the Lord is going on in all of our mectings, while the outward manifesta-
tion is more apparent in some places than in others.

Our eommittee has derived great benefit from meeting together once
a month, and devoting an evening to the consideration of the state of our
own, and the other subordinate meetings. At such times prayers have
heen offered, plans of work discussel, and reports from the various meet-
ings have hronght ws into sympathy with gheir needs, making ns realize
that we are members of one family in Christ Jesus our Lord,  We would
urge npon you to have regular monthly meetings of your Pastoral Com-
mittee, and tl.one nppointed hy yonr Monthly Meeting to cooperate with
them.  Let the needs of your meeting be discussed in the spirit of broth-
erly love, and be united in prayer to the Master that e may continue to
fit and qualify yon for His work.  Sec if the way does not open to have
socinl meetings Leld occosionally at private honses.  There may be some
who would enjoy » meeting if it wax carried to them; and there are, in all
neighborhoods, those whose stute of health prevents their attending meet-
ing.  Again, some member of the Pastornl Committee might open hia house
and invite his friends and neighhors to come together. In these, and
other ways the work wonld he mdvanced in vour neighborhood, even if
yonr mmmbers are smnll, nnd the divtance from meeting great.

How often do we remark on the shortness of time when speaking of onr
temporal affairs!  Let us also remember that onr time for th-:llmr{l'u work in
short, and it is of ineatimnhle importance that we should embrace each oppor-
tunity for the word in senson to those aronnd us, whether it be of warning,
or sympathy, or enconragement.  The real growth of a meeting is deter-
mined by the development of the varions yifts, and this may be as well
shown in a small, n8 in a large meeting.  Let us remember the words of
the npostle in writing to the Ephesian chureh: “Unto kvERY oNE of us is
given grace aecording to the measure of the gift of Christ. * * * And He
gave some, npostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some,

prstors mul teachers; for the perfecting of the sninta, for the work of the
niinistry, for the edifving of the body of Chriat.”

Franvis T. King, Chairman.
Baltimore, 6th. mo. 8th. 1885,
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