From the Executive Committee of Baltimore Yearly
Meeting’s Pastoral Committee, to the members of the Pas-
toral mm#u in the Subordinate Meetings.

Dear FRiExDs;

In adjourning the Monthly meetings of our Pastoral Com-
mittee until the Fall, we scnd you a of loving greeting and encour-
agement.

We feel that in looking over the condition of our Yearly Meeting we
have canse to thank God and take cournge. We believe that the work of
the Lord is going on in all of our meetings, while the outward manifesta-
tion is more apparent in some eﬁhm than in others.

(Our eommittee has derived great benefit from meeting together once
a month, and devoting an evening to the consideration of the state of our
own, and the other subordinate meetings. At such times prayers have
heen offered, plans of work discussed, and reports from the various meet-
ings have bronght us into sympathy with jheir needs, making us realize
that we are members of one family in Christ Jesus our Lord.  We would
nrge upon You to have regular monthly mestings of your Pastoral Com-
mittee, and tl.ose :Himinted by your Monthly Meeting to cooperate with
them. Let tl e necds of your meeting be discussed in the spirit of broth-
erly love, and be united in prayer to the Master that He may continue to
fit nndd qualify yon for His work.  Bec if the way does not open to have
social meetings Leld ocensionally at private houses. There may be some
who would enjoy a meeting if it was carried to them; and there are, in all
ueighborhoods, those whose state of health prevents their attending meet-
ing. Again, seme member of the Pastoral Committee might open his house
and invite bis friends and neighbors to come together. In these, and
other wayw the work would be ndvanced in vour neighborhood, even if
your unmbers are small, and the distance from meeting great.

How often do we remark on the shortness of time when speaking of our
temporal affairs! Let us alwo remember that our time for the Lord’s work is

short, and it is of inestinimble importance that we should embrace each oppor-
tunity for the word in season to those sround us, whether it be of warning,
or uym;;]ntlw. or encouragement,  The real growth 6f a meeting is deter-

mined by the development of the various yifts, and this may be as well
shown in s small, a8 in a large meeting.  Let us remember the words of
tl.e apostle in writing to the Ephesian church: “Unto EvVERY oNE of us is
given grace according to the mensure of the gift of Christ. * * * And He
gnve some, upostles; and some, prophete; and some, evangelists; and some,
pastors mul teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.”

Francis T. King, Chairman.
Baltimore, 8th. mo, Bth, 1885,
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