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Qur reports this year have emphasized the need of an efficient Eldership. We believe true

Eldership is a God-given gift, to be exercised with good practical judgment and in a hopeful, aggres-
sive spirit. We should not specialize on any one gift, to develop, for instance, the gift of the minis-
try alone. In the religious movement of our day the tendency is more and more to appreciate the
uiet, every-day work of the ordinary church member ; and in our church, of all others, all the gifts
should be developed and every member encouraged to take his right share in the work of the church.
We must strive to cultivate a sympathetic atmosphere in which all gifts will flourish.

In individual guidance there mnst be harmony and sympathy with the gifts of others in the
church, otherwise there cannot be the fullest harmoany with God's will.

The efficacy of the ministry will depend upon the consistency of our individoal lives, and —

largely upon the faithfulness with which other members exercise their less conspicuous gifts. The

-0

best preparation for service is the life of service and consecration. The new conditions of social ~2(

life around us bring home new and searching tests of our own living. Are we measuring up to the
claims of the enlightened Christian conscience of today, ih:mm: i‘n our business relations? m.lr-#
servants? our fricnds? Are we finding new points of contact with those around us? Points at
which we can bring to them the effectual mes=age of the gospel?

Are there not people in our immediate vicinity whom we never even try to influence for Jesus ?
About whom we have allowed ourselves to become hopeless, perhaps? Remember that Christ can
save these, and we may be the instrument in His hand to do it.

We desire to express our sense of the importance of maintaining a reverent attitude during
the offering of vocal prayer. The official members of the meeting should be careful to set an
example in this.

Signed on behalf of the meeting,
SAMUEL R. NEAVE,
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