The prescnt license laws of Pennsylvania are notorionsly diseriminative and unfuir againat Phila-
delphin, in that they deny to that city the safoguards ngninst an unlimited number of irinking places,
which the enactments governiug the other connties, in measnre, afford. In the comutry distriets a
license to sell intoxienting drinks ennnot be obtained, exeept through the J udges of the County Court
gnd npon the eoncurrent potition of twelye reputable men of the neighborhood, who must aver that
such n house in necessary for the pnblic aceommodation; that the applicant is of good repute for
honesty amml tempermnee, and has sufficient aceonnmadutions for trnvelers and ldgers. To this appli-
ention all other persons mny object by remonstenuee or petition, and they are to be heard by the Conrt,

which is to decide the ense on its merit«, ju the diseretion of the Judges.

Philsdelphin lmd the protection of these, or nearly similar ru]':,-u, until the year 1838, when the
authority to license “drinking saloons” was delegated to the City Commissioners, without requiring
the conenrrence or consent of nny of the citizens in the neighborhood where the saloon was to he locu-
ted, and without publie notice given, as theretofore required, and no obligntion being impwwed on the
apphicant to prove his ability to entertain or lodge the public who might require sneh necommeodation,

The pernicious etfects of thus sweeping nway the wholesome restraints previously existing were
soon munifested in a great inerense of liquor saloons and tippling shopa in that city, so that now there
ure fonr thonsand seven hundred and fteen (4715) licensed drinking places within its precinets,. - In
some streets there wre from five to eight snch places in « single square, nnd intemperance has inerensed
to-w frightful degree, us is evinced by the statistics of crime sul panperism in Philidelphia, to which
we would eall your nttention,

It Tms been computed from the information furnished by the lnst censns that the people of the
United States expend anmmlly six handred millions (600,000,000) of dollars fur strong drink,  OF this
cnormons waste  Pennaylvania’s shnre was reventy-cicht millions (78,000,000) of dollars, expended for
lquor, denlt out to her citizens nt over thirteen thousgyn (13,000) Heoused taverns.

There were, in 1870, vearly sixteen thowsand (16,000) punpers supported by the State, amd three
thousiind two lumdred (3200) conviets for erime, three-fonrths of whom, the lowest estinmtos show,
were hrought into that condition by mtemipernnee,  In the year 1867 there were thirteen thensand
nine hnndved und thirty (13,250) permons committed to prison in the city of Philadelphin for dronken-

ness, who were nimble to pay their fines, nud were inenrverntod awd snpported nt the expense of the vity.

The Report of the Board of Stute Churitios for 1871 says:  “The most prolific sonree of clinenee,
poverty amd crime, olwerving men will neknowledge, s ntempernee. e poliey of giving license
to certain partios to open tuverns where intoxicating Honor may be pmrtaken of nid gatherings nmy be
neconnmodated for their indulgence is now in vogne,” #* # # “1t would be difficult to
name any practien] good which results from this system, unless it be that it Furnishes u certain nmonnt
of revenue,” . " *  “What cconomist can fail to diseern, withont any eluborate ealenla-
tion, that the State is impoverished by the whole trmusaction? There is received into the pubhic eof-
tfers a amall tribute, and the eonsequence i« that there is lost from the Commeonwealth the ||rm| netive

labor of thousands, who waste in the licensed haunts of intemperance both the ability to add to her
wonlth and the accumnlations of former thrift.”

Judge Alligon, in nllnding to intempernnce a8 u cavse of erime, sys: “There are fow people who
see the practical evil as we see it in the eriminal conrts of this eity. There we can trace four-fifths of

*

the erimes that are committed to the influence off ram.”

The grand juries ot the severl conrts in the State make these facts the froguent anbject of their
notice when presenting the more glaring eanses of pauperism, crime mnd outrages npon the pesce and
well-being of the citizens they represent : while the courts themselves, through most of the canses tried
before them, keep the debasing und destructive fruits of this vice—ennctioned by Inw —continnously

before the public eye.

We hiave no selfish or politieal motive in thus nddressing you,  Onr desire is, #8 professors of the
gospel of our Lord nnd Saviour Jesus Christ, and as sincery lovers of the State of which we are citi-
zens, to express our abhorrence of the sin of drnukenness, and of a professetlly Christian Govermnent
allowing the powerful temptation thereto to be so universlly and constantly presented to the woak
and unwary, thus often betraying them into gnilt and death. Onr voice 15, therefore, thus mised
agninst the legal sanction given to this prolific souree of misery and erime, and ngainst wllowing the
great body of the people to renmin helpless to protect themselves from the grievauees and nnjust bar-
dens imposed upon them by the vendors and [mrtakers of intoxieating bevernges,

The Holy Scriptures declare— He that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in the fear of God.™
And the Apostle James admounishes thut—*To him that knoweth to do good wnd doeth it not,
to him it is sin.”  May He in whom are hid all the trensnres of wisdom and knowledge so influence
your deliberations and conclusions, thut lnws may be enacted to secure the removal of the evils we
complain of, so that the best interests of the Commonwealth may e promoted, und the blessing of
Divine Providence rest ou your labors,

CHARLES J. ALLEN,
Clerk for the day,

Signed by direction and on behalf of & Meeting of the said Repre.
sentalives, held in Philadsiphia, 2d me. 15eh, 1878, "’




