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THE MEMORIAL OF THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE RELIGIOUS BOCIETY OF
FRIENDS IN SAID STATE RESI'ECTFULLY SHOWETH:

the recommendation of the Tﬂhm
Priends' M

That your memorialiste have long been deeply impresced with the deplorable evils arising from
the common use of intoxicating drinks by large numbers of our fellow-citizens, and the awfnl respon-
sibility resting on our Government in permitting their sale with sueh ineffoctual restrietions ns the
lnws of our Commonwealth impose.
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Under a renewed sense of the magnitude of these evils, the fenrful inroads they are continunlly
making on the wellare and comfort of individuals and familice, also on the best iuterests of the whole
State, we believe it to be our Christian daty to bring the subjeet hofore you at the present time for
your serious consideration, in the hope that you will be induced to give it the exnmination its import-
anee demaivds, nud sce how far you may be responsible, ns legislitors, for the support wnd extension
ot this desolating vice,

The experience of the pust has fully proved that it is incompatihle with the publie welfare to
permit intoxicating drinks to be sold in sinall messure in pnblie houses and drmuk on their premises,
Surronnd the licenee for such business with nll the restraints the law may impose or ingenuity invent,
many of those engaged in it will still evade or defy them, and eontinue to render their anloons centres
ol eorruption in the community where they exist. We therefore enrpestly requesat that all laws nuthor-
izing such sale and drinking way be repenled, nind that proper ennetments be passed to prohibit them.
[t is not within our provinee to preseribe the proper course 1o be pursned, hut we desire to press npon
your attention the wellknown fact, that where the sale of intoxienting drinks—for other than medical
or mechwnical purposes—has been forbidden, vither by State laws or by the votes of o wmajority of the
eitizens of towns, counties or townships, changes for the better have quickly followed, and there has

beens indispntable testimony to the great benefit conferred on the inhabitants by suel legialation.

The salutary law, concted by the Legislatare of Pennsylvanin on the 27th of the Thivd month,
1872, on the subject of prohibition aud loeal option, was of this charaeter.  Under its nuthority more
than half the counties in Pennsylvania vid themselves of the legalized traflic in strong drink, with
most heneficial results to the worals and peace of the people. No safficient rensou, so fir as we know,

has been ascigned for the repeal of that law,

ble, to communieate the fact of such Liberation to

the Meeting for Sufferings in this eountry, but without

-

We woald, at the same time, suggest that the several
bodies of Friends in America, who finally liberate any

either as regards the companionship or the travelling

thereby rendering Friends in this country responsilble,
expenses of ministers so Liberated.

of their ministers for service in Australasia, ander the
circumstances above mentioned, be invited, as early as

for Bufferings to vur meetings in Aunstralasia, to assist

thez in the verification of such certificates.




