Epistle from the Yearly Meeting of Fricuds held in
Baltimore, by adjpurnments, from tho 27th of the
10th month to the 3181 of the sgame, inclusive, 1828,
To the Quarterly, Monthly, and kreparative Meetings, which

coustitute this Yearly Meeting, und to our mombers indivi-

dually.
fear Friendds,

Having been favoured through the renewed ex-
tension of Divine Goodness, once more to assemble
in the capacity of a Yearly Meeting, our minds have
been drawn into near alection towards our absent
brethren, and in this feeling we cordially greet you,
being deeply solicitous that the peace ok God which
passeth all understanding, may preserve youin your
several allotments.

It is our earnest desire that Friends every where
may be honestly engaged to ascertain for themselves
the ground of their profession, and the foundation of
their hopes, unawed by human autherity, nnbiassed by
earthly affection; firmly believing that it iz only by
yielding an unqualified obedience to the law of the'
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus our Lord, that this know-
ledge can be attained, or that we can witness in our-
selvgn, 2a Pau) testified he did, 2 redemption from the
law of sin and death, and a solid establishment in the
unchangeable Truth.

It was by & steadfast adherence to the discoveries
of Divine Truth in theic own minds, that the primis
tive worthies of our Society were strengthened ta
maintain their ground against all the apposition and
persecution they had to encounter,and in many instan.
ces even to turn the hearts of their enemies, so tha
they became the fuithful advocates of that which they,
had formerly opposed. ‘

"Through the medium of the same light of Divine
Truth, it was that they were enabled clearly to see
many evils prevalent in the world, and became guali-
fied to bear a taithful testimon y against them, llmugll'
some of these were countenanced and even um:tinned'
by the highest earthly sutharity. By no other means
than by those sppointed in infinite wisdom for the
saivation of the rational creation, can we hope to
be empowered to stand forth as firm advocates of the
glorious cause of truth and righteousness in the earth,
and to raise & standard against the grils that sbound
at this day. May we, therefore, “be astrong in the
Lerd, and in the power of his might.”

Soon after Friends were known as a separate Socie-
ty, many of them emigrated to this country, and brought
with them their religious principles and testimoniess
their sober correctmannersand their industrious habits.
Though far separated from each other, and wide.
by scattered over this large continent, they constituted

but one family; continued to correspond with one an.
other, and maintained without abatement, those friend.
Iy and social relations that ought tosubsist amongbreth.
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ns of Divine light and 1i
which, accorling to the test

the, *“hath appeares) unto )] men™ with saving

that Comfurter referred tu by our blessed Lord him-

the soul; that
qfth! Lpu-l

self when, during his outward manifestation he de- vifier of silver, and he shall purify the sons

clared to his disciples, *Itell you the truth, itis ex-
pedient for you that | go away: fur if 1 go not away,
the Comfurter will not come unto you; but if [ depart
I will send hin unto you.” *When he, the Spirit of
Truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth.,”
In a word to that witness for Goed in the heart, of the
efficacy of which ample (estimony i$ borne throughout
the Scriptures, by the Prophets and Apostles and ser-
vants of the Lord, in every age and generation of the
world.

Moses in his last advices to the Tribes of lsrael, of
whom he had long been the leader through the wilder-
ness, says, '*This commandment” (meaning the Spi-
ritual life of the Law by which they might discover
through the outward veil or type, the great sniitype
to which it pointed) “which [ command thee this day
is vot hiddes from thee, neither i8 it far off, it is not
in_heaven that thou sheuldst say who shall go up for
us to heaven, and bringit unto us that we may hear it
and do it; neither is it beyund the sea, that thou
shouldst say who shall go over the gea for us and
bring it unto us that we may hear i1 and do it, but
the word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth and ia
thy heart, that thou mayest de it.” A Prophet ander
the law, after he had clearly shown the people that
their aflictions and distresses were the effect of their
iransgrescions, directs them to that within them which
wopld Jesd them in the way they ooght to go.
“Ihough the Lord give you the bread of adversity,
and the water of aflliction, yet shall nat thy teachers
be removed into & corner any more, but thine eyes
shall see thy teachers and thine ears shall hear & word
behind thee, saying, this is the way, walk ye in it,
when ve turn to the right hand and when ye turn to
the left.” *“The Law made nothing perfect,” “for if
that first covenant had been faultless, then should
no place have been sought for the second;™ * Behold

the days come, maith the Lord, (1o those under the |
Law, through one of the Prophets,) that 1 will make

a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the
house of Judak; net secording to the covenant that
I made with their Fathers, in the day that I teok
them by the hand to bring them out of the land of
Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I
was an husband unto them, saith the Lord. But this
shall be the covenant that [ will make with the house
of lerael after thesedays, saith the Lord, [ will pud
my Law in their inward parts and write it in their
hearts, gnd will be their God and they shall be my
people; And they shall teach no more every man his
neighbour, and every wman his brother, saying know
the Lord, for they shall all know me from the least
of them untn the greatest of them, saith the Lord."
Not that the Law of the Spirit was ever withheld
from then, but b-canse their views and aflfections be-
ing centred on visible things, their attention wag

ren.  In the gradual progeeys of their settlement on engrossesd by the Law of a carn .H conmandment"

this gontinent, they formed themselves as cirenme '
stances seemed to render it necessary, into eight
Yearly Meetings, in addition to one in London,
each independent of the nthers, distinctly and con-
fessed!y possessing equal rights and powers as regards
making and enforcing Discipline, and every other
prerogative; acknowledging no supremacy or head,
He alone excepted, who declared himself to be the
only Shepherd and Bishop of hia Church, our blessed
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Although this was
the state of our Bociety as regards its municipal
economy, harmony prevailed through all its de.
partments, and the right of membership in any one of
these Yearly Meetings, conferred the same rights
throughout them all. At the same time a regular
Epistolary correspondence was kept up between all
these meetings, and the acknowledged ministers of
the Sociely under the apprefension of refigious duty

were frequently engaged in the exercise of their
xifts, to travel and attend these meetings, in which
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and the Sociefy :!hihﬁrﬂ to the world a community
more firmly and more cordially united, than all the
nutward creeds or articles of faith formed by humag
contrivance, had ever been able to effect in any other
religiows associalion in wur times.  The reason we
think is clear, the Sociely was, as we believe, mea-
surably “by one spirit baptised into one body.”

The great fundamental article of Faith insisted
upon by the Society from the time of ita first establishe
ment, has been the necessity of obedience to the

and outward ordinarces: they fad fost sight of the
enduring substance to wiltch the Law pointed  (hey
had cast off the Law of the Spirit and tarned to dumb
ilols: it was necessary that they shauld return unto
the Lurd, from whom they had sa deeply revaltel,
anid experience in their souls a renewed impressim of
the I)ivine Law written, not a8 was the Law of Mo-
ses, on [ables of stone, but on the Tahles af the
keart. Johno the Baptist, the foreranner of Christ,
thus testified, 1 indeed baptise you with water unto
repentance, but he that cometh after me is mightier
than I, whose shoes [ an not worthy to bear; he shall
baptise you with the oy Ghost and with fire; whose
fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his
Buir, and gather his wheat into the Garner, but he
will burn up the chafl with unquenchable fire.” Though
eonstituted the administrator of water baptism, John
had & clear sight of the distinction between that eut-
ward, and superfiogl rite, and the inward, sub-
stantial and efficient nature of the spiritusl bap-
tisn of Christ; a distinction well illustrated hy the
tive elements, WACr prd Bre. Y AeT Wit Cain o
cleanse the surface, was wsed by Juhn as g lively
figure of an internal purification. In the spiritual
baptism, no natural element can reach the magal is-
ease in wman, hut as fire can thoresghly purity any
natural suhstance subjected L its operation, so that
Phivine l"‘riwar'l-'.l.h*_I i mean which [romthe :ln!,lug_i' afl
its nperations on the soul, to the ¢fect ol fire on mat-
fer, in illustrated in Scripture hy the same e,

As saith a Prophet, shelwld §wili somd my Mesgenget 2! hﬁriu Principle of Light and
" - which in g '. fad
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and he shall prepare the way before me, but wha m
abide the day of his coming? and whe ‘ﬁlﬂ
when he appeareth? for he 38 Jike 2 refimer's fice

like fuller's soap; &nd hie shall sit as a refiner
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andl purge them as gold and silver,” And gpain.
"_l;lﬂ'- day of the Lord cometh that li'l-l]l. -

as an oven, and all the proud, yea, nnd all that de
wickedly shall be as stubble,” and “the day t "
cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of Hosta .
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that it shall leave them neither oot nor branch." .
This operation of refinement and purification can
vender the human soul a fit temple for the most
to dwell in. “*Know ye not,"" saye the ﬂpﬂlﬂ Pa by
tthal ye are the temple uf Giod; and that the "I_,;" '
of God dwelleth in youi" Christ in his conversatio
with Nicaclemus on the nature and importance of the
new birth, says **that which is born of the flesh

. {
2
fesl, and that which is born of the spirit is spir h,.- I
And again on another occasion, it is the Spirit th _.-_:_1 J
quickeneth, the flesh profiteth nothing.” *“For as
many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are by
sous of Gud.”"  To adduce all the evidence thatthe
Scripture furnishes of the spiritual nature of the Gos- o

"

pel dispensation, we rn* transcribe the greater 5, 1
part of the Book. o

Whilst Friends m-ﬁh on the simple ground te --||i‘1 -
which (hey had been manifestly called, out of the =
many yuperst'ions apd dark errors into whick Chy,
endom had fallcu, there was no schism, rent, pur
vision among them. 1In the mean time, though poer,
despised and neglected by the world, though ridicule
by the inconsiderate, and contemned by the learned,
accused by some of being fanatics, by othera as being
infidels, because they could not conacientiously unite
with other denominations of prufessing Christians, i
in many of the principles and practices admitted
by them; yet |muEtu themselves peace, concord,
and charity greutly nded. ¥ J

Divers charges have been circulated against ws:
such as that we contemn the autherity of ;
Scriptures; and deny the Divinity of our Lﬂl‘-i - 3
and Baviour Jesus Christ. Which charges, how-
ever strenunusly wryed, and however o reiter- -
ated are nevirtheless unfounded. In relation to
the Scriptures; we are free to acknowledge what
has alwayn been acknowledgeld by the society,
that as Peter says, “‘the prophecy came not in old
time by the will of man; bot holy men of God spake
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” It is true
we dn not call them The Word of God, beciuse that
appellation is in the Scriptures themselves appropri-
ated to a Primciple higher thap any written ‘Testimo-
ny can be. *In the beginning was the VW ORD, and
the WORD was with God, ‘and the WORD WAS
GOD,” before all Beriptare or writing+.  The Serip-
tures contain a record of the Lord’s dealings with his
rativnal creation in different ages and generations of
the world. They alsu contain many declarations of
Spiritual Truth, aud the testinony of many who have
come to the experimental knowledge of the Eﬁé R

and saving nmaﬁﬂ of in the niclyes; but
they do not constitule the st and
and infallible Rule of Faith and practice. .
to the Jews of the time of his outward mani by
vye gearch the Scriptures, furin them ye thin "»
have eternal life, and they are they which testily of
me; and ye will not come to me that ye might have
life.” The Law apd the Prophets were read in the
synagogues every Sabbath day, yet this did mot re-
mave the veil that was over the minds of the pe .
George Fux in a letter to the Princess Elizabeth, says, =
“All Christendom are on heaps about those - A
tures, because they are not led by the same Hol ‘3
Ghost as those were that gave forth the Scriptures;
which Holy Ghast they must come to in themselves,
and be led by, if they will come into all the Truthef
them, and to have the comfort of Ged, Christ and
them. For none can call Jesus Lord but by the Hely
Ghost, and all that call Chrisy Lord, but by the Hely
Ghost, take his pame in vain,” Every Friend who has
come to the experimental knowledge of the living
substance to which the Scriptures point, loves them
and anconenres wthars o rend them. because, as the
Apostle testifies, “that which was writlen aforetime
was written for our learning, that we through patience
and Comfort of the Scriptures might have hope,”
and because he can set his seal to their
[n answer to the charge that we
of Christ, we say that we believe what
the Scriptures eoncerning Cirrist, bull w
ward manifestation in the flesh, and in el
Christ;” we
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