NEGROEN AND SLAVES.

fectingly to be observed that u baneful excess in

diiniing distilled spivitons liquors, i prevalent

winniest many of the inhabitants ol our land; how

evident are the corrapting, debasing and ruinous

eliects consequent upon the impertation, distilla-

tion and vetalmg of them; whereby intemperance

is greatly mded amd encoaraged to the impover-

iahment of many, distempering the constitutions

and understandings of many more; and increas-

ing vice and dissalateness in the land; with which

wany religionsly attentive minds have beeu lomg
painfully exertised,

It is cnrnestly desived that Friewds, in all quar-

proceeding LETS, 1y he excited to suffer the nf!‘uctiu;g i|n|:-::»!-'-

st thowt tance of this evil religiously to impregs  their

:,':':;h B minds: aml Monthly Mertiu.gﬂ are directed tl_'.l -

bour in the spivit uf love, in opder to convince

those of onr members of the impropriety of their

conduct, who may be engaged in importing, t_liu-

tilling, vending of ot trading in distilled 31ﬁ|’|t|f-

ons liguors, as an article of drink, or who nse it

ax u connmon drink themselves, or hand it ont for

it purpase to others.  And il after Manthly

Meetings shall have patiently labonred with such

as contimne in either of these practices, they can-

nat be prm':-.'riml npon to desist Trom the same,

such mectings are lelt at liberty to disown them.

NEGROES AND SLAVES.

As a religioms socicty we bave found it to be
Fesiimemy pue '||1|]'|-..1|-|.|'l-n'\-'|.:||]j]l;': l’:llt}' tn declare tn the "Hl'ﬂl"lﬂp
beliel of the repngnancy of slavery to the
chyistian religion. It therefore remains to he nur
continmed concern to prahibit oor members fvom
hotding in bondage wr fellow-men. Al at the

against slave-
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present time, we apprehend it tu he incumbient an
every individual, deeply to consider Tus own pi®

ticular share in this testimony, 'The slow pro-
gress in the emancipation al this part ol the lor-
man family we lament; but nevertheless doow
despair f their ultimate enlargement. Al we
desire that Friewds may nut suffer the doplovabile
comdition of these, one enslhved Telliw-heings, o
Iose s force npon their minds thraugle the ety
which the opposition of the interested may oven-
gium, in this work «f justice and merey: hat rather
be animated to consider, that the hamger the vppa-
sitian remning, the greater is the wecessity o the
sifle of vighteansness and benevolence, Tor onr
steady pevseveruace in (desding their cunse,

Aguinat hir-
ing sluves or
ufing such
asapprenlices

Attention o
what muy be
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education of their childven, aml commen worldly |
Cancerns, :

If any in membership with us shonld hire
slaves, or shoald take as apprentices or servants
slaves who are to be returned to their alleged
owners, alter a teem of years, o limited time; vr
shall purchase slaves to be liberated at any time
alter the ages of eighteen for females and twenty-
one years for males; or act ps executors or ad-
ministiators to estates where sluvey are thus bes
queathed; or he accessary to any step whereby
their bondage may be continued, beyond the term
above limited; however they may be indnced there-
to from an apparent motive of contributing to the
canse of huwmanity, it is onr jwdgment, that such
coantenance the injnstice of slavery, and oppose
our testimony against it: they ought, therefare, to
be speedily treated with, in the spirit of love and
wisdim, in order to convince them of the iniquity
of their conduct, and il, after christian lahoar,
they cannot be brought to such a sense ol their in-
justice as to do whatever the Monthly Meeting
shull jodge right in the case, and comdemn their
deviation from the law of righteonsness and equi-
ty, to the satisfaction of the saul mecting; they
ought to be disowned, us otheir transgressors are,
for immoral, nmjest and reproachful condnet,

The sitwation af these of the African race, who
have been held us slaves by any of ns or onr pre-
decessors, cally for our serious examination and

farther ﬂr*t;t" inquairy, bow fur we are clear of withlolding fromn
i} ]

el on
subject,

thein what, under sach an exercise, may he opened
to oar yview, a8 their just right; and we carnestly
and affectionately intreat those in particnlar, wha
have released any of them, to attend to the for-
ther manifestations of duty.,  Even il no such obli-

gativns to this peop'~ existed amongst us, it &
o

AT HS.

. . a _ . i
worthy of our consideration, whether any object
of benelicence i more deserving ol our regard,
than that of teaining ap their yvouth in soch vir-

toms principles and habite, as may render them
msetil wnid respectable wombers sl the community.

OATHS,

Ovr testimony against the imposition of oaths

Scriptufe

is fownded upon the Ddlowing expross ol positive testimony o

command of the Kuthdr of the Christian veligion,
viz: “Yo have heard that it lath been said by them
of old time, thon shalt not forswear thysell, bot
ghalt perfotm anto the Lowrd thine osthis; hot [

g.'l.i.ll.i"-.-

OF¥REREEERS,

eVinee our sincerity in relation (o this testimony
by Mithfully maintaining it \

Al when any of onr members, cither in conrts

or clsewhere, violate it, either hy taking or -
ministering onths: Monthly Meetings are desiped
to extend brotherly lahonr towardls them; and if
they cannot be prevailed npon to give the neces-

. sary satisfaction, to disown them,

We also helieve that a proper regard to the abli.
gations of this testimony, wonld lead our mem.
bers to endeavour to procure PEFSONS A% Wil nesses

to instruments of writing, who will attest theus by
aflirmation,

OVERSEERS.

It is the recommendation and desire af the

ointment Yearly Mecting, as woduetive ol ver P
and duty of, ¥ B I ive ol ery benehicial

comseqaences to seciety, that in every Manthly
Mecting, a proper nunmber of judicions men and
women Friends, belonging to each of the Particu-
lar or Preparvative Mecetings, be appointed to the
station of uverseers within the vame: whase duty
it shull be, to exercise a vigilant and tendler cave
over their fellow-mewbers, that if any thing pe-
pugnant to the harmony and good order of the so-
cicty nppear amungst them, it may be timely at-
tewdedl to. Awd to prevent the intraduction of all
unnecessary amd premature complaints to meetings
of bnsiness, it is advised, that if any member
shall have canse of complaint against another, it
be mentivned to the overseers, who afe t1 see that
the party complained ol has beem treated with
according to gospel order, previoosly te the case
being veparted to the Preparative or Monthly
Meeting,  Awnd it is desived, that in treating
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with any, it be dowe in meckness aml love, pa-
tiently ewdeavooring to instract aml advise them,
which, if ineffectual, the Preparative Meeting
shonld be infurmed thercol] that if needful, the
case may be laid before the Monthly Mecting, of
which nutice shonld be given to the party when it

.can be conveniently done.

it is foether vecommended to our Monthly Meet-

Praovision

ings, that a committee be appointed ut least once for changg

in three years, or as mach oftener »s the occasion
may reqaire, to consider the propriety of changing
the overseers, and bringing forward to the im-
provement of their gilts, other Friends, on whom
a concern for the welfare of the society may rest.
Al we tenderly exhort all onwr members, who
may be rightly called nuto this, or sny other ser-

them.

ITmpartance
of warly m-
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o the vanity and Fallacy ol transitory enjoyments;
dirceting them w seek alter that poswce wnil seve-
ity o wind attendant mpon true religion, ws the
pearl ol great ponice,

The mmportance of an early instruction in the
law of Highteonsness s set Torth With peculiar
strengthy, clearness and solenovity in Dewt.vi. 4, &c.
“‘Hear O lwmel, the Loaed ome God is one Laorl;
and thou shalt love the Lovd thy Ged with all
thine bearty and with all thy soul, and with all thy
might; and these words which I command thee
thas day, shall be in thine heart, snd thou shalt
teach them diligently wnto thy childeen; and shakt

" talk of them when thew sittest in thine house, anl
when thon walkest by the way, and when theu

biest down, and when thoo visest ap.”  We know
that virtue does uot descend by lineal snccessiom,
nin piety by imheritance, yet we trast that the
Almighty graciously regards the sincere cudea-
vours of those parents, whose early and unremit-
ting care is over their offspring for gond. Be ye
thevelore exwmples to them, in your mectings,
your fumilies and employments. Keep thein while
Yuung, ont of the vain fashions, the corrup cus.
by amd unprobitable conversation of the workdg
labiaring to convince their yoang aml tewiler
minds ol the propricty of restraint when neces-
sary; exhorting then in meekness, and command.
ing in wisdun,  And as they advawce in age
guaril them against the reading of plays, vomances
il other licentiwns publications, of a watnre pre-
Judicial to the pramotion of christianity; likewise
against public pasties and pernicions diversions;
all which have a tendency to deaw the incantious
mind from a sense of 1Eligions duty, to bring it
inta a state of wliewntion Team the Divine life, and
to deprive it of thut inexjoessible {:ulnrt.‘l_ﬁ and de-
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light attendant apon the daily exercise of religion
andl virtne.

In much love h{ the rising gcr}r-_mtium WE o avoid en
exhurt them, te avoid the many vanities and en- maring  cor.

snaring corroptions, to which they are exposcd.
Bear in mind, dear young people, that ‘the
fear of the Loed is the besinning of wisdom,”
Take the advice of gully parents, guardians and
friends; ever remembering, that children ouglt te
obey their parents in the Lovd; amd that disobe-
dience therein is a breach of the moral law, and
was always offensive in the divine sight.

With tender sol icitide, we press it dpon  you,

Fu ptisang,

And not w

fice from évery thing which may have a tendency shrink  trom

to dispuil you of your ineocence, anl to vender

yor minds less obedient to that holy influcnce,
which your enlightened julgment demonstrates

£ CronRE,

sy mnte von, swear not at oll; neither by heaven,
For it iv God's theone; nar by the exeth, Tor it is
his footsiool; neither Ifllf Jerasalem, Tor it s e
city of the Geeat King: neither shalt thon sweir
by thy head, hecause thon canst ot minke woe hair
white or blacky bt let yomre communication be
yea, yea, ngy, nay, Tor whatseever is more than
these cometh of evil”  Matt. v. 33 to 87,

This teatioony we alsa fined was clearly held np,
and emplmtically enjoined by the apostle James,
upon his christinn brethven, ot above all thimgs
my hrethren,” says he, =swear not; neither hy
heaven: neither by the earth; neither by any other
oath; but let your yea be yeu, aml yonr nay wey;
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vice ol the clwrch, mot hastily to cxcose themn-
enlves therefrom; but seviowsly to consider the
advice of the apostle, “Feed the flock of God,
which is wmong yon; taking the aversight there-
of, not by counstraint, but willingly; not Tor Githy
liere, bt of & ready mind; neither s loeds aver
Gud's lieritage, but being ensamples to the floch.™

Let us also amidst onr sympathy Tor the suffee- Connise.
ers, not forget to cultivate those sensafione whicl T.-lr.l.*.mr...r i
direct the wind in pity towards the deplarable valood sl
state af those men, whether in forvign comtrics 1;:c s
e e Wi wha 1||'|'|I1l-'|l1"1 [ e sl exeenie
the tearing away of the Afvicans frem their native
land; as well as for those who detain them in

Lot ns, therefore, seek for and chevish

tu he teath, We beaeech you, gttend. to this hea-
venly instenctor, and dutitally yield to the cor-
respondent tender advice of yonr friends.  Shrink
not from the cross of Chreist, in your garh, lan-
guage or manncrs, lmt throngh a sohjection of
your wills to the divine will, in theae, aml all
ether respects, walk answerably to the parity of
onr profession, and the simplicity and spirituality
of our worship; that you may be inddrwctive ex-
amples to sevions inguirers aller truth; aml not
of those. who under a profession thereof, are pre-
ferring their own evil ways, and tarwing others
aside from the footsteps of its fllowers
Whea the pions exercise of pareatal cape and Consequencs
anthority Is disregarded, aml any ol onr youth :::"m,r:i-:.:::'.
departing from that siuplicity correspondent with ten,
onr profession, have ohatinately run into, aml co-
picd after the vain and extravagant faslions of the
world, in their dress aml adidress, sl have alse

houdage,
that disposition of mind, which can peay fre these
enemies of humanity, and fervently loeethe Bae
their restoration to sonndness ol jndgment and
purity of principde,

In relation to the descendants of the African
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As next taour wwn sauls, one offspring are the =
very immediate nbjects of onr care and i:*nnrc'rm,w::‘f:Ir -
we intreat all who are parents and governons of
fumilies, that they lay to bewet, the great and Tust-
ing importance to the yonth, ol 8 religons ednc-
tinn.  This wouldl lead them to he salicitons, that
their tender and sasceptible minds may be im-
pressed with virtnons principles, and a just sense
of the Divine Being, his wisdom, goodness, pow-
er and amnipresence.  They shonld he concerned

£ Trealn
race, we carncstly desive, that those who mny |'T‘“r,|.r Al

wnder the care of any of our members, may be e ‘
; . ;. ; : famitics : pevinge therefore, that no argumeut can VA
treated with Kindness; nnd as objects of the com-"" ; Believing 3

man salvation, insteucted in the principles of the

]
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lidate prohibitions thus clear and pasitive, we are respecied.

howmd vehgiomsly to regard them; aml whilst we
feel gratitide for the continuance of that fndnl-

chiriatian I‘l"lill.';iﬂll, as well ne in =uch hranches of

school-learning as may fit them e feeedom, and

A0 gence by which our atlivmation is sccepted; et os

to heromie nsefal members of civil saciety,
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al Frdends in Dieir pespu live nef@hibonilnads, tn Impress Lhewr, with jus® sentiments relutinn

advise and assist those who are at liberty, in the




