( 46 )

L
!
1
3

MINISTERS AND ELDERS; AND MEETINGS OF

MINISTERS AND ELDERS.

PensvADED As Wwe are, that gospel ministry is

Duty of min- Mt af nean, but by the revelatinn al Jesas Christ,

1ElE s,

Of elilers

agreeably to that apostolical clarge.—'*As every
man hath received the gift, even so minister the
same, une to anather, as good stewards of the
manifold grace of God; il any man speak, let him
speak as the oracles of Gad, if any man minister,
let him do it as of the ability which Gad giveth;
that God inall things may be glorified ™ 1 Peter
iv. 10, 11.  Holding ity therelure, to be a doctrine
truly christian, that the Spirvit of God, is the
fonntain of all true knowledge in relation to that
duty whicl we owe ta Him, and one to anather;
we carncstly exhort that those amongst us who
apprehend that they are called to the ministry of
the gospel, may in their pablic services, especindly
attend closely to their several and pecaliar gifts;
waiting fur that divine ability, by which they way
faithfully and availingly minister the word.

We also desire with earnest solicitade, that
those who are placeil in the very important depart-
ment of elders in the church, may evinte n col-
respundent qualification rightly ta judge of the
ministry; nutl manifest a concern far the support
of our religions testimonics, and the preservation
of our Discipline; ns well as for the advancement
of teuth and righteousness; such as these heing
clothed with christinn meekness and wisdom, may
even rebuke with anthority, and therein will realize
that description given by the myal Pralmist,—
olet the rightemas simite ne; it shall be a kind
yoss, aml let him veprove mie it shall be an excel

lent o,  Psal. exli. 5.
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Ministers and eblers thas aniteld, become motn- ;
alle uselol to earhather; and are as norsing Inthers ei;:rilu.:f;:.g
an' mothers in the charch, |Iil.l‘|_i{'l-'lt'-ll'|}|' tor thise F.th:r'!. anil
whi are young in the ministeys for this class we RS
earnestly desive that they may with all carve anil
Miligence be advised and admon isled: ad ifoceasion
appear, reproved in a tender and christian spirit;
let them also be exhurted frequently to vead the
Huly scriptares, and carnestly attend to the spirit
of teath, which alone can open the mysteries can-
tained in them,  Ministers thus abiding in a sim-
ple and patient submission to the will af Gad,
and keeping ta the apenings of divine life in
themselves may witness & grawth in their gifts;
aml will also be preserved Trom extending their
declaentinns farther than they find the pawer of
trath ta aceompany them.,

I any inthe conrse of their ministry shall mis-
apply, or deaw wnswnnl inferences wr Wrmg con- When mis
clasions from the text; or ghall, ot any time, mis- ::."I;:l.:,',.l.',t,,;.'i:'
behnve themselves in puint of comlict and eon-ed,
versation, let them he admmnished, in love and
tenilerness, by the elders or overseers, and il they
prave refractary, and vefuse to ackuowledge their
Faults, they must be farther treated with in the

wisdom of teuth ns the case may require,

As the nccasion of vor religinns meetings s sn- o o0
lemn, & care should be maintained to  goard sue b dissatis:
acainst any thing that wunhl tend ta disorder or :ﬂttltlrd‘“
CONTIONE LHERCTH; Wilen way Utk Ly s o
against what is puldicly declivered, they shonld
gpeak tn the party privately: awl if any shall op-
pose n minister in his or her preaching or exhorta-
tion, or keep on the hat, or show any remarkable
lislike to such, when engaged in prayer, let them
he speedily wlmonished, in such manner a8 may
e pegaisite, wnless the ministry of the persan
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against whom the uneasiness is expressed has
been disapproved by the Monthly Mceting. :
Every Monthly Meeting is to sclect twe op

Belection of More Fricuds «f each sex ta sit with the ministers;

friciul i
v'laut:n!;],il::iﬂllﬂ they .tn;ctla-r.r are to componc a moeting, to
b constitute b€ denominated o Preparative Meeting of minis-

:,t'mz::‘“:; ters and  elders: care should be taken, that those
::}d;:m and Chinsea for this service be prudent discreet Frinds,
' and that they duly dischyrge the trust confided

to them, :

* When there is occasion for the appointment of
Appointment M€ OF more eliders in any mecting, a committee to
ofcides.  comsider the subject should be first sppointed,

both in men’s amd women’s Monthly Mectings, and
in this committce the names of the persons who
mny be thought duitable, should be first mention-
ed; and when concurred with, reported to. the meet-
ings, without consalting the person or persons, or
otherwise divelging it. I upon due deliberation
the nomination is approved, a minute shonld bo
made expressive therveol, and a copy forwarded ta
the Quurterly Meeting of ministers and olders.
Where the nominatiop being consldered, and the
sense of the Manthly Meeting concurred with or
otherwise; information thereol should be given to
the Prepairative Meeting of ministers aml elders,
andd to said Monthly Meetings of the judgment
of the Quarterly Meeting of ministers and clders,
Certificates of remaval are nnt to convey the
'::":I‘:fm"g::ﬁ rights of eldership; but the division of a Monthly
Iy weetmg is Meeting is not to remler the reappointment of
divided.  gldups necessary. Bnt when a Monthly Mecting
is divided, shoald there not be a suflicient number
of ministers and elders tn compose a scleet meet-
ing, within cach of those Monthly Meetings, the
members in both shall continue to compose one
Preparative Mecting, nntil the nnmber shall bo
suflicient to compose two,

A
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It is the arlerof society, that when any Friend
appinted ta the station «f an eblev, believes him

appearcd levauently in that capacity in s puhlic
religions meetings, that soch shonld  withdraw

L

Whengn el-

: der  appre-
ar hersell called to the mimistey, and shall have beonds sl
L alled 19 che

IRIISLEY

frraan the meeting af ministers and clderes,

When any Friend has Trequently appeared i
our religious meetings as o minister, and the Prve- “!r’_'l‘l‘"‘l":li't"rﬁ'_'
parvative Meeting of ministers and  elders APPIE- msters,
hewl thiat it is seasanahle the subject shonlid elaim
the attemtion ol the Monthly Mecting fur lisci-
plines of whivh the persan is g member, they nee at
liherty to mention the matter theveing and it the
Maonthly Mectings of wen and women Frivnds,
after deliberate consileeation, shoald anite in le-
Tieving that a gift in the winisiey has heem com-
wmitted to Wim or her, a minnte espreeesive theregf,
signeil by the clerks, shauhl be forwarded to the
Quarterly Meeting of ministers aml viders; where
the case being earefully gansilererl, amb the sense
af the Mouthly Meeting comenrred with, indurma-
tion shouhl he fuenished  tie the  Prepavative
Mecting  of  ministers  and  elders, aml  the
Manthly Meeting ta which sach Friend helongs,
of the juwlgment of the Quarterly Mecting af
ministers and ebders therein,  Awl wutil the ap-
probation ol the Quarterly Mecting of ministers
anid elders is obtained, wr sich Frieml is toc bre
permitted tisit in the mectings of ministers aml
elders, nor allawed to travel nhroad as a minister, 0 e,

“ Il-:.:n.:-l- nw "I_I'.l-ll.:l-!l'!'l"-ll llllll-.l:i.'*ll-ﬂ 'l".l“‘llf‘.‘.l‘” ii LT I‘H"l illsd o FAs
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a daty ta teavel in the serviee of trath, bevomd
the limits wf their Quartevly Meeting, they mre to
aren their concern e the men's and women's
Munthty Meetings to which they helang; and ob-
tain a certifieate or minnte, (as the occasion may

be,) of their mnl} and concmrrence,  direcied to

- HIE:-

,
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Friends within the parts proposed tn he visited:
and it is reiprived that when the service is ACCO M
plished, the waid meetings be informed thereof,
mial the certilicate returned without unmecessary
delay. _
N ministers are to appoint a meeting heyond the
m‘::_"‘n}d H:': li nits of the Quarterly Meeting to which they ?u-
quarterly  hong, withont the cancorrruce al their respective
meetngs  Manthly Moetings. And if 2 minister is concern-
vil to appoint a meeting within the verge of the
Quarter, and to wait for the nppmhnitiﬂn of the
Monthly Meetings, appears ta interfere with the
proper time Tor appainting sich meeting, the mmi-
ted sense af the elders of the Manthly Meeting,
of whivh he or she is & member, orof thoseof the
Maonthly Meeting within the compuss al ‘which
snel appointment is proposed, may be accepted as
u sullicient privilege,
Wlien uny minister is religinusly concerned to
Nevoud the make @ general visit tn the meetings of Friends,
tmits of the @iler within or bevand the limits of the Yearly
e Meeting, sl has obtained & certificate fiur that
prrpueses the certificate mnst also be laid before
the respective Quarterly Meetings; and il the con-
corn 1w convarred witl an endursement must be
entered wpon the certificate, awd signed by the
clerks of the men's wnd women's ineetings.
Awl in all cises where eertibeates are grantel
o for Frivnds cancerned to travel in the service of
. Suitahle : : a
companions the ministey, the mectings last engaged in deli-
pravided. bernting apan the subject, are to tuke due care
that snech be provided, if necessary, with urﬁtﬁ'l.l'lu
campaniand wd the pecdful neeommadation for
the cemfrtable necomplishment af the joarncy.
Pusiness of Ve ministers and clders af each _anhlf
prepasative  Meeling  are required  to meet anee IR three
i :u::: months, at such time nnd placc a8 the Monthly

e hilets
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Mecting may divect, in the capacity of a Prepari-
tive Meeting of ministers and elders; when alter
a time of retiroment, the queries addressed to guch
meetings are tu be resd and considered, and distinet

answers made to them in writing, whkich, when
signea by the clerk, ave o he canveyed ta the en-
siing Quarterly Meeting of ministers and clders,
by twa or more Fricnds, to be wentioned in the
repart as representatives; heve alan, if m the
course of inguiry any deficiency has appeared,
care showld be taken that it be remedied,

And in the Quarterly Mectings the same queries o rterly
arc also tn be read, together with the answers mecting — of
which are bronght from their Preparative Meet. i e
ings. In these meetings the state of the merhers
is tn be considered, that where occasion requires,
it, advice and coansel may be seasonably extend-
eds and ance in the year, those answers comprised
in n written report and signed by the clevk, nre
to he farwarded to the Yearly Mecting of minis-
ters and elders, hy four or more Friemls H]I]}I‘li:‘il-
od as vepresentatives; in this meeting the querics
are also to be read with the answers fram the sc-
veral Quarters; and the state of this part nl"_tlm
society being collectedl awd consillered, advices
adapted theroto may, if requisite, he issacd to !.!u:
subordinate select meetings, Here all snch minis-
ters as apprchend they are resjuired to go i
trinth’s service beyomtl the sea, after obtaining a
certificate of the concurrence oi tie Diwetia}
Moeeting, endorsed hy the reapective Quarter, are
tn communicate their praspects af daty n-ln'h"rt*
thercto, and praduce the said certificates, nmlr if,
upen mature consideration, the same are miited
with by the said meeting of ministers and elders,

when
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a certificate thereof, signed by the clerk should be
granted.
Nune of the said meetings of ministers and ol-
ders are in any wise to interfere with the business
giv n4i n g for Discipline; nor is the Yearly
Mecting of ministers and elders to suffer its ad-
iournments to interfere with the sittings of the
Yearly Meeting for Uiscipline.
And finally, il any mewmber of or meetings of

'roceeding poinisters and elders shall at any time be thought

FrHib e

ters or cldes by negligence, nnfaithfulness or otherwise to have

have lost theie

vise fulness.

ganil, that our worthy ancestors having their

lost his or her service in that station, so as to be.
come burthensome, and the -gibject of  nneasiness
(yet not o as to be under the care of & weeting
for Discipline on that account, or for misconduct,)
it is mdlvised, that a timoly and tender care be ex-
tended to anch person, according to goapel ordes;
firit by concerned individuals, and then by the
Preparative Mecting of ministers and elders to
which he or she may belong: should these labaurs
prove unavailing, report of the case should be
made by that meeting to the Quarterly Meeting of
ministers and elders, where a few Friends should
he deputed to assist the Preparative Meeting, in
further extension of labour with the party: if this
alsn prove unavailing, and on report thereof to
the said Quarterly Mceeting it appears that the said
Preparative Meceting has fully discharged its iduty
1o the Individual; the case should then be trans-
mitted to the Monthly Meeting for Didcipline, of
which the party is 2 member, and left under Ha
care: and he or she ought, from that time to re-
frain from attending any meetings of ministers

and elders until they shall be again recommonded
or appointed as at first,
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MODERATION AND TEMPERANCE.

IT is a consideratinn cluiming onr serions re-

"Iir“‘ﬁ [1ﬂlll-ffiul’ﬂnf.'
of u alepar-

diveeted towards an endnring  inheritance, and wre from.

their affectiomy  established npin things above,
sought not alter the splenduurof this world,  In
minds thus hent npon seeking 8 wore glorious in-
heritance, the love of this world had but little in-
Auence, they were cangpicunus examples of tem-
perance und moderation. A delection from this
wingibicity of heart and  heavenly mindeduness,
leading inte the inovdinute bve and pursuit of the
things of this world, huth prevailed with too many
amongat us, and produced the fruits of pride fnd
ambitinn, ‘These have inteaduced many imagi-
nary wants from which onr ancestors were pre-
served hy their simplicity. "o satisfy these wanls
sime have been excited to enter into a larger cx-
tension of trade and cammerce than they had
stock and ability to conduct,  Vain ambition and
an emulation inconsistent with the teath, have led
many inte cxtravagant expenses.  Reduced hy
these means in their circumstances, yet unwilling
to lessen their appearance in the workl, some have
resorted to indirect methads o procure a tempo-
rary support, which have frequently ended in fai-
lures and hankropteies,

Whilst therefore, we hold it te be an imlubita- 15 the unne
Ble trath, thst moderation aml temperance are in- ceory use of

L

spirituous M
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ately hescech anr members to whstain fram all ap-
pearance af evil in refation thereto,  And purti-
colarly as reapects the unnecessary wse of intoxi-
cating liguors of every dn:mripliun. Is it not al-




