Marriage to-

MANRTAGEY.

tenderly cxhort Friends, in all quarters, to in-
creasc their care over the youth, that the ¢unsis-
tency ofonp principles in all respects with the na-
tare of true rehgion, may be impressed on their
tender winds by upright examples, as well as by
precepts; and that where there is apparent dan-
ger ol the affections of any being impraperly en-
tangled, and the care ol parcnts or gunrdians or
thosé wha have the oversight of them, appears in-
suflicient to prevent their taking imprudent steys
in the accomplishment of marriage, care be taken
timely to apply for the assistance of their Friends.

Marriage being a divine ordinance and a solemn
engagement, for term of life, is of great importance

often inconsi- to our temporal and spiritnal wellbeing;yetitis often

derutely vn-
+  tepcd into.

anper of

ton inconsiderately entered iuto, and from notives
inconsist-nt with the evident intention of that un-
erring wisdom by which it was primavily ordain-
ed, which was for the mutual assistance aml com-
fort of both sexes. in temporals and spirituals;
that their endeavours might be anited for the
cducation of their children in the narture and
adinonition of the Lord; and for the discharge of
their duty in their varioas allotments in the world.

Where the parties differ in their peligions fenti-
ments, the most interesting hand of anion is want-

diffe ence in ing; cven that which should increase and confirm
religious sef- 4} eip matual happiness, and render them mect-

Lmens

helps and blessings to each other: under these un-
happy circumstances the reciprocal obligation into
which they have entered becomes their barden,
and the more so as it may not he of short dara-
tion. The prospect of felicity they might have
fattered themselves with in the beginming, they
have foond themselves disappointed in, by the
daily uneasiness accompanying their minds, and
embittering their cnjoyments,

MARRIAGES,

MEETING HNOUSES.

Mouthly Mectings me enjoined to exercise deli-
" berate caution and ciccumapection in relntion to

4

the reinstatement of sach; -a religions conviction
of the evvor of their conduct being the alone pro-

per ground npon which they should be received, it

When pa-

renfis o EuaT-

ohght to be satistactorily demonstrated by a con-
duct and conversation of the parties, correspon-
dent with sach conviction==for which purpose suf-
ficient time shonld be allowed, before an acknow-
ledgiment be received.

And if any parents or guardians consent to, or

promote the marriages of their children, and those
under their cares (members of socicty,) conteary

dians consenl. 4 gur cstablished order, if after brotherly fabour

Trustees,
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‘T'he perplexed dituation of the afsprivg of sach 1o the ol

alliances is nlso to be lamenled; attached by na-
tare to huth parents, their confision often renders
them unlixed in principle, and ansettled e
tice; brothers apd sistery are trwined wp in lines
diverse T, and jn smne inglances, opposite to
cach other; thas differing in principle, they wre
frequently divided in affection, wnd,  though so
nearly velated, are sometimes at the erealest dis-
tance from that love and havwony, which vught
continually to suhsist between them.

To prevent futling into these disagreealde amd
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disorderly engagements, it Fegquasite o Do o i,

ol the paths that lead to themi—the soedid jnte-
pests aned cosnarving Priendships ol The warld, 1he
comtaminating  pleasnres sl idle  pustimes ol
earthly minds; alsn the varioos solicitatinns wnl
Let omr

chesr _'l.':l-1|11l Lk ewise avoid the teo bregient antl oo

incentives to Testivity and dissipation,

Familine sssociation or mtinaey with these from
whom muy avise a danger of entanglement,

For wint ol due witehBilness il abedience 1o
ihe convictions of divine grace in their con-
seiences, many amougst us have witidled  their
own sondss distressed their frivads, injoved their
families und done great disservice w the clurch
by their megual conpexions; which have proved
an inlet to wnch degeneracy, and monrnfully af.

Fected the minds of those, who Teel n living con-
gouis Ur aiy, and the preeperdy of
teath upon carth,

It is directed that if any of our members Juin i

warringe with such ns are not in membership with
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Uincipunl coni-
M % I,

Proceediig

apmanst delin

as, or in any other Way than with the conaent of the qrents

Monthly Meeting, they shonld he  dealt wilh,
agreealily to onr Discipline, and il unt hrnugld to
a seose of their error, disowned, And in all cases

has been extended to them, they cannot be hroaght
io a due sense of their error and to make a satis-
fuctory acknowlcdgement for the same, Mouthly

Meetings are authorised to issue testimonies of
denial against them,

MEETING HOUSES.

QuarTerLY and Monthly Meetings ave direct-
cd to make timely and careful inspection into the
situation of the titles of meceting honscs and buri-
al :rrounds, and other estatcs, winch have been
vested in trustces, and by them held for the nse
and bemefit of the society at large, or ol any of
those mectings, so that if it shonld appear needlul,
by the death of any such trustees or otherwise,
due and seasonable ¢are may be tuken to appoint
others to the trust; that future dilicnlties, and the
risk of being deprived of such estates may he
avolded. And, it is forther directed, that Qoar-
terly and Monthly Mectings respectively, as the
case may reqgaire, keep exact rceord of all such

MEETING FOR SUFFERIN(GS.

trusts and conveyances; and also that a clear and
regular wccount be kept by each respective mect-
ing of the place where, aml the persons with
whom the papers, minutes and recorids belonging
ta our religious society, arc Jrom time (o time ile-
posited: wherein due care should be taken to lalge
them with saitable Friends, And when the Miet-
ing for Sulferings requests information of any
Muuthly or Quarterly Meeting, in relation to the
titles of any of oor meeting house lands, the same
should be Murnished accordingly.

MEETING FOR SUFFERINGS,

Ix order that the Yearly Meeting, with its seve-

To repres

ral branches, might he properly represented during sen the yeat-

the recess thercol; a meeting was instituted in the
vear 1778, by the name o the v Meeting for Suf-
ferings;” which by a subsequent regilation is o
consist of twenty Friends appointed by the Yearly
Mecting, and fonr Friends appoivted hy euch Quar-
terly Meeting who are to meet at Baltimore, on the
seveuth day of the week next preceding Baltimore
Quarterly Meetings, at three o'clock in the alter-
noon: bat the said meeting is privileged to it o
its own adjournments, or to call a special meeting
whenever four members shall judge it necessury;
and is to be suhject to the following rales:

, ly mesting.

1. The saill mceting shall keep fair minutes of  pules

all its procecdings, and anunally lay them belore

1
a
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9. No less a number than twelve of the weurbers
shall constitute a mecting capable of transacting
hosiness.

4. On all occasions of ancommon jnportance
previons notice theeeof shall he given or sent o

all the members, il practicable.

PBusiness of.

MEETING ¥ol SUFFERINGS.

4. In case a vacancy, by the decease of any
member or members appojuted either by the
Yearly Mecting or Quarterly Meetings should not
be immedintely supplied;—or if any declining,
or greatly neglecting their attendance; the Meot-

ing for Sufferings arve to notily said mecting or .

mectings of such death or delingacncy, in order
that the places of those may he supplied by new
appointments.

5. 'The said meeting is not to interfcre with
any matter of faith or discipline, which may not
haye been deter mined by the Yearly Meeting.

The further services confided to the said Meet-
ing for Safferings are:

1. In general to represent the Yearly Meeting,
and to appear on its behall in cascs ‘whers the
interest or reputation of our religious sociely may
render it needlnl,

2. To take the oversight and inspection of all
writings proposed to be printed, relative to our
religious principles or testimonies, and to promote
or suppress the same at their discretion: also ta print
and distribute any writings alveady published by
the soviety, or which may be offered for inspec-
tion as aloresaid and approved: and in all cases
where expenses are incurred in the execntion of
ihe dutics assigned them, they are to draw on
the treasurer of the Yearly Meeting for such sums
as imay be necessary.

5. Tu inspect and ascertain titles 1o lands dr
other estates belonging to any of our meetings;
alse to attend to the appropriation of charitable
lezacies and donations, or 1o give such advice re-
specting the same, a8 mAy ApPCAr NCCCRSArY.

4. "T'o veceive from the several Quarterly Meet-
ings their anunal accounts of sufferings; and also
such memorials concerning deccased Friemds as

MEETINGS FOR WORSTIP.

those meetings may have coucurrcd with, that
when cxamined and approved they may he laid
be ure the Yearly Meeting, -

5. 'T'o cxtend sach advice and assistance to any
indlvidoals under safferings for oar testimonies,
as their cases may require; and il necessary, to
apply tu the government or persons in authority,
on their behall

6. ‘To correspomnd with such other Mectings for
Sufferings as are, or may be established by nny
other Yearly Meeting of onr religions society.

Approved ministers and the members of any
other Meetiyg for Sufferings may also be permitted
to attcwd ity sittings.

MEETINGS FOR WORSHIP.

Ir is the fervent concern of the Yearly Meet-

g, to Press apon the consitteration of our mem- Worship pure
e spiritiral,

bers, the indispensable duty of pure and spiritual f
warship. It is not enough, that, after the exam-
ple of our forelathers we meet tagether in one
place, in oatward silence; rejecting those forms and
ceremonics which were iuvented by the wisdom,
as well as that worship which is perfomed only in
the will of man: it i9 uot ennagh, that with a eom-
mendable diligence we attend all onr religious
meetings, nnlcas also like them, we wait in him-
ble reverence for spiritnal ability to worship ac-

cmiohla stin T oasal wof hosvew and rarth. Mav we

g iiity, tHD Lt
therefore, humbly and diligewtly wait for the
coming of Hin, who told his disciples, “withont
me ye can do nothing:” that we may CXPErIence
the inflaence of his spirit to enlighten and quicken
the soul, to a tine sight of its condition; aml ap-
proaching the throne of grace under & penewed

MEETINGS FOR WORSWIP,

sense of the father’s mercy and gnodness, may be
enabled to offer the tribute of worship, and the su-
crifice of praise. .

This is the importaut purpose of our assembling
together in silence; und though, at times, there

Lustrumental ]Iil'l:" be Il.l'lllllbgﬁt " h“" little im'm -i-i'."

Mmstry

try. ur even none; let not this produce any abate-
ment of diligence  in the duty.  Instrumental
miniatry in the life and power of the gospel, is a
great favour to the church; but the distinguishing
excellence of the gospel is the immedisite commi-
nication with sur heavenly Father, through the
imwnrd vevelation of the Spivit of Christ. May
therefore the deportment of our members while
cngaged in this most solemn duty, be sach, as to
demanatrate, that they are earnest in waiting upon
and worshipping God in spirit; that serious and
tewler hearted inquircrs may be encouraged to
come aml partake in our ssscmblies of that lu-
ward and spiritual refreshment snd consolation,
which the Lord is graciously pleased to impart to
the souls of such as are humbled in his sight, and
approach his presence with reverence and fear,
Itis divected that those who come late to meef-

ingsy or when there fall aslecp, or are restless, or

Disorderly do not stay in the mecting, but go forth nuneces-

hchaviour in

meeting,

sarily, or otherwise demean themselves on these
solemn accasions unbecoming our Holy profession
be tewderly treated with, and seasonably admn:
ished; and that Friends who are exercised in the
diacipline pay carly attention, in the love of
the gospel, to such as neglect their duty in
at!;endin; our religious meetings. A willul ue-
gligence in this respect; being a manifest evidence
of ingratitude to the Divine Author of all our
mercies, and contrary to the practiceof the primi-

o

MEMORIALS.

tive helievers in Christ, and onr religious testi-
ey —it is oar judgment that Monthly Meetings
after having Fally discharged their duty towards
such, and fuding theie endeavonrs to reclaim
them ineffectual, shonld testify onr disunity with
them.

I is farther directed that Fricnds endeavonr Careof pas

ta keep their childeen and such (members) as are Fonts (0 hEE
iy thewr ehal-

uniler their care, tn a constant, seasonable nnd or- drev to meets

derly attenlance of meetings, buth on first-days, 2
anil on ather days of the week: instructing them
agreeahly to the ability received to wait in still-
wess upon the Loped, that they may receive a por-
tinet of his spiriteal favour; and from the ten-
dering virtue of his Holy Spirit, may be engaged
in heart amwd mind, to walk worthy of so great
grace, and in a holy zeal for his honour, subinit
ta bear the croas, and become dedicated witnesses
for him ameng mcn.
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MEMORIALS,

Iwasmren as the commemoration of the lives

of the righteons, may prove an incentive to the proceciling.

living & imitate their virtues, shoald any Monthly
Meeting, npén dne consideration, believe, that |t
wonld be profitable to prepare & memorial con-
cerning a deceased member; sach memorial is to
be sent to the respective Quarterly Meeting, where
it is to he further considered, and il approved, is
from thence to be forwarded 1o the Meeting for
Baferings, in order for inspection and appro-
bation, previonsly to its beipg Inid belure the
Yeavly Meeting. /




