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BIRTHA AND WURTALS. 11

prevailed with to withdraw the suit, ln! pay the fa
costs thereof, they should be disowned. The following formes of the ““::.pl?;i. proposed being both simple and
As it may somctimes occur that a member,

either for want of & clear understanding ol the
business, Gr throngh an improper influence, may
present a complaint against Anather member,
Whenover whepein the overseers, after fully hearing buth
m'm?;m " parties, shall be decidedly of opinion that the case
arbitration ey uot Fequire a reference, they are to advise &
e i speedy sottlement thereol; which being ineffectual,
anid the compluinant remaining dissatisfied the_r:-
with, may have liberty to inform the Preparstive TN i

Meeting, where the other party is a member, e i gl B ot 7Y Mo
(without wmentivning any name) that having a mat- , ‘
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CIVIL GOYERNMENT.
CERTIFICATES.

< Monthly Meetings are to take due care that
ﬂ.u"'"“i j, certilicates of remuval be seasowably forwarded,
direct to the Monthly Mcetings to which they are

aldressed, they being the exclusive property of
unch meetings.

* timely to consult experienced Friends, previously

to their determining to change their residence.
When certificates nf removal from one Monthly
Certificates Meeting to another are received, they shall be
received. o ocepted, and the persana recommenied shall be
3 consilered members of the meeting to which such
certificates ave divected; provided they are known
to resitle within its limits, But no Friend who is
under such circumstances as to require. the aid of
the meeting, shall be removed to another Monthly
Meeting, by certificate, withont the consent of

such meeting.

All members removing bevond the limits of
? Cerificates their Monthly Meetings are to apply to their re-

BIRTHS,

"Namea of the | When | Nameaof the
children. born. parents.

Their re-

silence,

Uccamonal

Notes.

CHARITY AND UNITTY.

Wnene there is any appearance of dissention,

ing 7 ©f resentment and shyness amongst our mem-
ﬂ'gﬂ‘:“"h"‘ the parties should be timely and tenderly
" apprised of the danger to which they expose both
themselves and others, and earnestly exhorted to
mutusl condescension amil forgivencss, becoming
the followers of Christ; and il any, notwithstand-
ing such endeavours for their welfare, continue

b manifest an implacable enmity to uthers, the
overseers of the Preparative ar Monthly Mecting

to which they belong, should be informed thereaf,
Whe are to labour further with them, when, if they
still prove inflexible, they ought 1o be complained

of to the Monthly Meeting, which after labouring

BURIALS,

Late re
sulence.,

ter in dispute with one of their members, their
assistance is desired, in order to & senttlement
thereof. ‘The said meeting is then to appoint A com-
mittee to inquire into the propriety of leaving the
matter to arbitration, if they should julge that the
complaint ought to be referred, they are to lﬂ\'i.rﬂﬁ
that it be submitted accordingly; but if the naid
committee concur in judgment with the ever-
seers, the complaint is to be dismissed.

of removs 10 guective meetings for certificates, directeil to those
be  apphied
.

within the limits of which they propose to sajourn
ar settle. But il any shall remove without so ap-
plying, the averseers of the Maonthly Meeting of
which they arc members, shall report the case to
the meeting, which after making the usual inqniry,
and finding no obstruction, shouhl, withont im-
proper delay, send certificates for them, to the

BOOKS,

mrﬂi::ﬂug It boing & business nuimml to the meeting for

the meetng Safferings te take the oversight of all writings,
for suffering® proposed to be printed, which relate to our reli-

Meeting
at burials.

It is directed that Friends in the ministry be
excused Irom serving as arbitrators,

BIRTHS AND BURIALS.

In orler that meetings may not be held upon
accasion of the decease of onr members in a formal
WAY, 0F 88 4 custumary circumstance, the prope-
gal for holding any such meeting should be pre-
viously submitted to the consideration T the el-,
ders amd oversvers, where it is proposed to hold
such meeting.

Committee to  '['yat burials may be accomplished in an orderly

bave clharg

=

gioua principles or testimonies, our mombers, who
may have it in prospect to publish any such wri-
tings, are to lay them before the said meeting, for
its advice and concurrence., And il any of our
members shall print or publish any writing,

-againat the advice of said mecting, or which shall

have a tewdency to excite disunity, such persons
should be complained of to the Monthly Meeting
to which they belong, and if they canmot bo pre-
vailed upon to condemn their conduct, to the satis-
faction of said meeting, they should be testified

againsl, as opposed to the peace and gnod drder of

society.

Pernicious

It is romsidered incumbent on parents and heads

Manthly Meetings within the limits of which they
have removed: hut if their previons conduct re-
quire that they be dealt with, aml the distance be
such as to render it inconvenient for the meetings
they removed from, the Monthly Meetings within
the verge of which they have settleil, shiouhl be
requested to treat with them, and report the efect
of their care; on which, if it prove satisfactory,
certificates of removal may be directed, bnt if
otherwise, and testimonies of disnnion hl!.iﬂﬂ:l:lrﬂ,
the mecting where they resiile should be furnish-
o with copies thevenf, 1o be delivereil to the par-
gies, with information of their right of appeal.

If the persons removed, or ahout to remove, be

un;:._.fﬁmii:r‘ bent npon ns, to maintain it inviolate amengst our-

<ivil guvern-gelves; and therefore exhort all in profession with

ment.

with thew without the desired effect, cught to tes-
tily against them, as out of the unity of the body,
the primary ubject of which is to promote peace
on carth and good-will amongst men.

CIVIL GOYERNMENT.

LizerTYy of conscience being the common right
of all men, and particularly cssential to the well-
being of gellzinus societies, we hold it to be incum-

us, to decline mccepting any oflice or station in
civil government, the duties of which are incom-

. ' , il T sistent. with our religious principles, or in the ex-
of . buritia manner, Monthly Meetings are directed to ap- books, of families to prevent as much as possible, all those Females. females, the women's Monthly Meeting is had s .
and burying int a commitice or committees to be taken out '

grounds,

of their several branches as occasion may vequire,
to attend those of our suciety, and the burials of
those not in membership with us, who are interred
in our grouml; permission for the interment of
the latter is to be obtained [ron this commitiee;
which is to sec that they are conducted in a man-
ner hecoming the nccasion, and agreeably to the
directions before expresseil, This committee are
alsa to take care that onr burial grounds be pro-
perly enclosed, and kept in decent order.

It is further desired, as becoming the snlemnity
of the nccasion, that at all interments, time be
allowed for a pause, both before aml afier the
corpse is put inte the gronwd, in order that the
impressive influence of an occasion so awful, may
have its proper effect npon the minds of those who
are present.

Friends are also enjoined to maintain our testi-
mony against aflixing improper monnwments to
graves, for the purpose of distinction, in any of
o burying growmds; wwl that they avoid the imi-
tation of the cnstom of wearing, or giving, monrn-
ing hahits o acconnt of the interment of the ilead.

Monumcnis.

untler their direction, firom pernsing those perni-
cious publications, which are written for the pur-
pose of weakening the authority of the christian
religion, or exciting doubts concerning the authen-
ticity of the Holy Scriptares, and those saving
traths declared in then; lest the immature and
feeble minds of sach he poisoneil therehy, aml a
fonmlation laid (or the greatest evils. It is also en-
Joined on all the members of our religioiis society,
that they iscourage and suppress the realing of
plava, romances and novels, which have a ten-
dency to awaken and invigorate those impnre pro-
pensities “which war against the soul,” amd which
it is the duty and intercat of every christinn il
to keep in a state of suppression,

CERTIFICATES.

QuanrTerrY and Monthly Meetings are to take

be given to any Friends travelling in the service
of the miwistry, be recorded, and, upon the return
of such Friend, seasonably delivereil hack to the
meeting: and  that all certificates of remaoval

¥ ? ¢ M inutes aml
care, that all certificates or minutes which may ceriificates is-

ancil, record-
ed.

point two or more of their members to make the
necessary inguiry, and prepare a certificate ac-
corlingly, which, after being considered in the
women's, is te be Inid before the men's mecting,
anl when there npproved and signed, returned to
the wumen's mecting For their signatare.  But il
the certificate is intemiled to include one or more
males, then the women are to report the result of
their inquiry to the Friemds nameil ‘on the like
inquiry by the men’s meeting, in whirh the certi-
ficate being approved aml signed, is to be sent to
the women's mecting for their concurrence amd
Ssignature; and all certificates received for women

 friemls are to be laid belnre the men’s mesting,

before they can be fully accepted by the women’s
mecting,

Where minors are nnder the necessity of going
from one place to another, their purents, or those
wha have had the care of them, should apply for
certificates for them, recommending thew to the
eare and oversight of the Monthly Mectings
whereunto they have been removedl.

If any persons appearing as Friends, come
within the compass of any Monthly Mecting, not

Minors

ercise nl° which they may be, or apprehend them.
solves to be nnder the necessity of exncting fram
others any complinnces agninst which they are
conscientiously scrupulows,

Il any peisons in mrmbership with us, uﬁtwitlin-
standing the preceding admonition, shall persist
in a canduct g0 repugnant te our principles, it is
the wense of the Yearly Meeting, thut they be
treated with, as in other cases of affence, nnd if
they cannot e brought to see and acknowledge
{heir error, the Monthly Meetings to which they
belong should proceed to testily against then,

It is alss our judgment, that Friends onght wot
jn any wise to be active of uCcossary in electing,
or promnting to be elected, their brethren or
athers te ofices ar stations in civil government,
thie exccution whereol tends to lay wastn aur
Christinn testimony, or subject their hrﬂhrﬂ:u or
others to sulferings on accaunt of their conscien-
tions scraples, The principle of truth calls a5 qLT:
of contention, it even seeks not jts ewn enils by
means productive of animosity, mwch Less thu'_n-
fore should its professors induige thewmselves
strife for abjects of a perishing nature.

being recommended by certifichtes, und be of dis-  Perons s
orlerly conduct, the averscers, or other concerneil Et::rlllh -
* Friends, should inquire whether or not they are

members of our society, awl il they prove so to

As great inconvemience may arisc from a want
of due attention to keeping a regular record of i
hirths, deaths and hurinls, it is enjoined apom hirths, deaths
each Monthly Meeting to appoint a careful friend, 2nd burisk.

bronght by any Friends inteniling to become resi-
dents, shall be lmlged in the Monthly Meeting,
where the same are accepteil; anil also, that every
meeting keep a record of all certificates issued

CONDUCT AND CONVERBATION.

Heandalous

Suett are tohie treated with, whe ace conorruod = Seim e

whnse duty it shall be to keep such a record, in
a book pravideld at the expense of the Monthly
Mecting for the purpose.  And in order to engage
the attention of Monthly Meetings more closely
to this subject, it i fnrther enjoined that commit-
tees be appyinted at least once in three years to
examine anl correct the records.

by it

It having been observed, that the dlssolving of
dld, and forming of new counexions have, in some
instances, been attenfled with effects prejmlicial to
A growth in the truth, both in the elder aml yonn-
ger branches of families, it is affectionately de-
sired that hoth vonne and ol pive ciner attention

to the pointings of Divine Wisdom: and also

Removrals

he, admonish them, or, il the sccasion require it,
report the case to the Preparative, aml fvom thence
to the Mouthly Meeting, which should thevenpan
inform the Mouthly Meetings o' which they ave
members, of the civcnmstances, and take the divec-
tion of saidl meeting for dealing farther with

them, agreeably to ofr vuley in cases of that na-
firee

in lotteries, wagering, or any kind of EININE, O 1 cicen,

who are guilty of 1ying, drunkenibes, awearing,
cnrsing, or swy other scandalous or hnmearal prac-
Aices; wwl if they be brought to & maf the mi-
quity theresf, sch affenders are, without impro-
per delny, to remoye the srnnlhll,rlnd clear, n8
wrieh as passible, owr holy rrafvasion "H‘l‘llfrﬂ'f-
e ek pnaledging and condemmine the uﬁ'll?rl‘- n':
e, woiler teir Tnnds, S THenATnlEtu o
B :

wril




