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INTRODUCTION



At the beginning of the 19th century, America was
primarily an agrearian nation, populsted in the majority by
independent, self-sufficient farmers. By the dawn of the ’
20th century, however, the country had passed through a
period of economic upheaval. The farmer no longer held a
dominant position, but figured as only one of many groups
that were participaﬁing in s struggle for survival. His
overall concepts had gradually changed from that of making
a living, to that of making money.l Banding together with
fellow farmers,he began to advocate certain reforms that
would be beneficial to his way of life. One such rdriorm was
the "modernization", so to speak, of the postal system,

Throughout this tumultuous century, the unsatisfactory
methods by which the farmers obtained their mail remained
unchanged; Yet, the volume of mail that the farmer received
had increased tremendously. The mails had come to be the
1life blood of information for the farmer.2 The more
farming becaméymoneynmaking proposition, the more the far-
mer had to be aware of the happenings not only in his im-

mediate surroundings, but throughout the country. The mails

1 American Heritage; The Magazine of History, Volume
VIT Wumber 3, (Aot Aprﬂ"m‘;g‘r, . P.32. ’

2 Arthur E. Summerfield as told to Charles Hurd, U.S.
Mail--The Story of the United States Postal Service (New York:
Molt; Rinehart and Winston, 19607 p. BL.
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were the most reliable suurce‘of;ﬁews. They weire the "wires"
along which market fluctuations were transmitted; along which
new ideas and new machinery were bf&ught to his attention.

Through the National Grange and other organizations
the fafmer‘s plea for imﬁroved postal service was heard. 1In
18§l)Postmaster General John C. Vanamzker outlined the "Four
Great Postal Departures",3 one of which was the esta lishment
of a Rural Free Delivery Sys*\:em.LF If approved, this meant
that the mail would be delivered. practically to the farmer's
door, and would remove from the farmer's shoulder the bur-
den of having to contrive methods of getting his mail.
Congress apnroved the plan for Rural Delivery in 1892, but
it wasn't until the closing months of Grover Clevelend's
administration that sufficiént funds were appfopriated for
a true test of the proposed system.5 Thus, on Octoler lst,
194, in Jefferson County at the Esstern most tip of West
Virginia, five routes with a total length of 68 miles were
put into operation.G. This attempt proved a resounding suc-
cess. Rural areas all over the country began to petition

for free delivery.

4

3 Mershall Cushing, The Story of OQur Post Office
(Boston: A. Y. Thayer and Co., 1'92) p. 1004,

L, Gwendolyn M. Aaberg., The R. F. T, Golden Jubilkee
179H-19L6 (1946) p. 2.

5 Aaberg, loc. cit.
6 Summerfield, op. cit., p. 3.
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The area surrounding the town of Macedon, Wawme County,
New York was typical of such sections, The farmers here were
finding it inereasingly diffienlt to get to the post office
with sufficient frequency. Even though there were as many
as three post offieces serving the area at one time,7 it was
not uncommon for patrons to ride or walk as much as five
miles. to get their mail.‘8 Some sought to reduce the
inefficiency of this system as in the case of those who
lived in the neighborhood of the old red mill. the ™mill...
used to be a distributing point. Anyone tnaﬁ went to the
post office (in this case, Betz's store in Farmington)
would pick up the meil for a half-dozen or dogen paople....

there was & rack in there where they would put the mail and

The 0ld red 11ill location of
which is shown on man one

7 See Appendix, page 1.

8 Interview--not taped--with Mr. Willard Srigcs and
Mr. Leland Cooper 6:40-7:00 March 12, 1961.
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people would come in and get it". 7et such improvisions
weré unable to offset growing demands for a regular and
efficient mail deliverv. Rural delivefy had proved success-
ful in many surrounding towns: in Newark, the first syétem
in Wayne County, established in 1899, and Valworth estab-
lished in 1900. ;It was being considered by the neighboring
town of ”almyra.lj "iThy", people began to ask, "eouldn't
it be braught to Macedon?"n

A ”Ouf alm is consuantly toward such improvement as
shall help our members and benefit mankind, "ll‘wrote & mem-
ber of the local grange, and it was with this purpose in
mind that the Farmlngton Grange No. 431, became one of the
princ1nal movers in bringing R.F.D. to Macedon. The ground
work was laid on May 19th 1900 when "Brother Allen spoke
in regard to the advigabillty of grange taking up the sub-
jpct of free mail delivery.” nl? In oppesition rose a num-
ber of the older and more conservative members. As one of
the Farmingtggjerange, at thst time recalls, "I remember

distinectly a lot of arpguments pro and con in the grange,

9 Inferview--Mr, and Mrs. Lewis Allen--on tope--
2:30-3:30 March 5, 1961.

10 Letter from Federal Records Center, St. Louis,
o. to myself. August &, 1960,

11 Mary louise Zldredge, Pioneers of Hacedon (Fair-
port: Mail Printing House, 1912) p. 178.

12 Farmington Grange minutes of May 19th, 1900 --
Lizzie M. Ketkamier, Secretary.



about rural free delivery of the méil...l remember my
father voicing the sentiment that it wéuld be pretty ex-
peﬁsive...some were bitterly opposed to it. Why? tell, I
can ﬁell you what I heard Ed Mott13 say, I can remember
seeing him bang his hand down on the teble (and) he says,
'y George, I want the privilege of going after my mail?,
His mail was delivered there in the "Hook" at Betz's store,
and if he had to of (sic) gone to Macedon after it, he might

have felt differently abo?j it "IA'éThe najority of the

nembers did feel diiflerently about it and due to their ef-
forts, during the summer of 1901 the plans were laid for
three routes originating in ﬁacedoﬁ%l5

"This is the first day of our free rural mall", wrote
one observer, "and we were much excited over it."16 Another
writing home from California, later, reflected-"there was
another big piece of news,...the rursl delivery...Isn't that

great!"l7

Such were the favorable reactions, when, on a
18 s
"mild and nice"” Saturday, the lst of February, 1202,

R.*,7. came to “acedon.

13 See appendix, page 1.
1, %llen, Loc. cit.

15 Map, Rural Deliverv System in Macedon, 1901.

16 Diary of A, Jennie Wilson., *ebruary lst, 1902.

17 Letter from “ational City, California, by J.
Oliver /ilson to Mrs. Sarah S. Wilson. February 9, 1902.

(In mv possession)

18 Diary of.A. Jenny Wilson, loc. ci
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Two routes started that dav, with Walter Uilcoxen
- N v

going south on “o. One and fustin Gage, teking the morth,

No. two. ({lLeter that ssme vear, on July lst, Frank Warr%g

began a third route, treveling north to Tincoln, in the

town of Walworth.lg

Left to right
Will Sitz¢r, (Austin fGege's replacement)
Frank:Warren and ‘/alter Wilcoxen

As time’passéd, the routes were to undergo three major
changes. 1In 1909, ; fourth routs was added. In 1917 the
routes were consolidated iato three, This change was caused
primarily by the introduction of the auto. The last change‘j;i%%'
&n 1533 when the three routes were further consd idated into

20
two.

19 av, loc. eit.

P

20 William Frenk--tapeéd interview--August 1960
3 :(-‘)Q‘S:q":)o
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. When it came time to provide a carrier for route one,

the choice was a man who for a number of years had given
faithful and dependable service as he transported the mail
between facedon and the Farmington post office. Thus,
Walter Wilcoxen was given a route that wss, in nert, not

uNfamiliar to him. His appointment though was accompanied
by an interesting circumstsnce. On the very day that Mr.
Wilcoxen began his duties, the President of the United
States ordered that all future carriers woild come under
Civil Service., This made him one of the last carriers to be

exempt from taking the Civil Service examination.

“lalter i/ilcoxen
1908

ir. Wilcoxen planned carefully for the new route.
He had built into his cutter a nigeon hole affair, into

which he sorted his mail.22

There was one thing, though,
that he could not control, nor completely vrovide for, and
that was the weather. By the following Fondav, February 3rd,

1902, as one of the patrons vut it, "We are snowbound,

PN 3

21 Aaberg, op. cit., n. 10.

22 lrs. Edne Flumb--daughter of Yrlter Wilcoxen,
a teped interview--February 20, 1961, 7:00-8:00,



neither the mail carrier nor the milkman could reach us
tod%& QQBJ Themfollow1ng d&SC;}R@lqn of his route, (ﬁhat
between Wilson Road and the South Perintan Methodist : @hurch
was typlcal of the situation that confroated him that. day
and often thereafter.

"The mails are away (sic) behind tlme...We!zave had
some of the worst weather of the winter. The

snpw hasckept coming till (sic) the roads are

" segmingly ingthe air., Whether y@u believe it or
nor, we more than once, on the we¥y to church
(Sﬁuth Perinton Mathedist) could lgok.down at the
fence posts. If one ever got far out of the road
in some plages, I'm afraid they would stay there
awhile...We thought the roads were bad enotigh, till

- (=ic) we got to the fields in Reed's. There we
thought they were too bad. They go differently
than they didilast winter, and 8o, instead ef
going down that steep hill){they ga on the side
of it. Near the fence it gets still steeper

7 and very little would make the sleigh roll 'til

one reached California or something else. At
Silas Pannel's the road had been shoveled some
and then we were on the level, I mean the runnegs
were, with the fence, along the electric road."
(the old Rochester, Syracuse and Eastern Trolley)

25

As svring ceme, the twenty-seven miles ° of road he

covered were slowly cleared and he took to wheels. When sum-

mer came, he vurchased, from the Studebzker Company, a white

standerd, rural delivery wagon, resembling the one below:26

23 Letter dated February 3, 1902, Macedoh, N.Y. from
Sarah S, wWilson to lLewis M. Wilson. (in mv possession)

2h Letter déf tpd Februarv 16, 1905, !acedon, N.V.
written by Sfars F. Wilson to Mr. M. N. Wilson,

25 Mrs, Fdna Plumb, loc. cit.
26 ng..cit.
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Affectionately called the "white post offlce",7by some

patrons, "It lonked somewhat like a milk wagon, with slid-
28

ing doors.," ’'ime and use, though, nroved it impractical

as it was top heavy and unmanageable. Thus, as one of his

27 Taped interview with Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert radgham,
March 12, 1041, 7:00-8:00,

28 Mrs. Edna Plumb, loc. cit.
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patrons relates, he came to carry in an ordinary wagon or
cutter, M"a bag a grest deal like the carrlers had in the
cities, and the mail was all dumred in--they didn't have
any way ot sorting down there in Macedon...he came up to
the ®Hook" here (Fermington) and was fairlv frantic. He came
down to the house and sat there and sorted the mail the
way it went around the route...He was sort of a nervous
person and he wanted his job done and done right, znd in
good Season."29: In time, the bag was elso replaced, and
the "mail was.put up, folded and strepped, so that it came
off in order of the route, and if you had more than one
strap could hold, vou would have as manv straps as you
needed."30 This method proved the most practicsl of all
and is still used by carriers todav.

Mr. “ilcoxen and his patrons were mutually friendlv.
"HQYWas faithful, sometimes not getting baeck until five
o'elock at night.“3l It was in thanks for his service,
that "one winter, one Christmas time, they (his patrons},
bought him a long black furvcoat and a dandyv pair of g,loves."32
At times when the weather was qﬁite servere, the people

would help him out, as Mr. Lewils Allen did: "Once when

the roads were all drifted full and he was anxious to get

29 Mr. end Mrs, Gilbert Padgham, loc. cit.
30 Loc. cit.
31 Mrs. Edna "lumb, loc. cit,

32 Locwénit
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the msil around, we put his horse, it was sll tired out,
in our bern. T hitched the team to the sleigh, hobsleigh,
and .I teok him all around this side »f his roate."Bg.

Throdgh a span of fifteen odd vears, 'ir. Wilcoxen
faithfullv served his patrons. At first he was paid six’
hundred dollars a yearBh but gradially worked up to twelwe
‘hundred dallars per annum.35 During this time he saw the
transition from horse to auto and purchased his first car in
1916.36- Reflecting on the passing of the years, he remarked,
"the nicture changes quite rapidly. I go by & nlace one |
day and the doctor's rig is stending in the yard and seems
as though the very nextyweek, the kid comes out and gets
the mail.ﬂ37 With the help of his son Milo, who was sworn
in zs denuty, he carried meil preetically to the time of
his death.Bg

Ed-Wehrlin and-Pill Frank served the interim until

the latter, a veteran of W.W.I, was appointed regulsr

. 39
carrier on June 1, 1923. Bill Frank was immedistely

4¥VF. and Mrs. Lewis Allen, loc. cit.

3L Letter from Federal.iecords, Center, loc. cit.

35 Memorandum No. 160--August 18, 1917, written by
W. J. Sasterfield, Inspector Division of Rural 8ervice.

36 HMrs. Edna Plumb, loc. cit.
37 Wr, and Mrg. Gilbert Padshem, loc. cit.
38 iOC. ’Cit.

39 Williem Frenk, loc. cit.
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confronted with numerous nroblems. ¥hen R.F¥F.D. wascestab-
lished in Mecedon, not everyone was served; and a few of
those who were had to walk to a nearby corner or intersec-
tion. As a result of this, the Post Office Depertment fell
under constant pressure to further extend the svstem and in

40

1909, a fourth route was added. A few years later, how-

k]
% In memorandum

ever, the government'!s policy was changed.
No. 150, to the fourth assistznt postmaster, it wasirecommended
that a "revision of the following routes and the discontin-

U.E{nce Of....I...l""l..l..ll"ill...l.‘..‘l"t..lt.".ll.l.

.I.I‘I...Qll'l’I.l‘.Illl'll.'......ll‘lIl......’.lb‘.'.."..

route number four in Macedonhz..."take nlace, "After I got
on {carrier Bill Frank spezking), pgaple kicked about it
and they made «suppl:icat':ion"h3 for the routes to be extended
and delivery given back. Gradually the government changed
its position and a difficult period vassed.

In 1924 the horse was the mainstav for winter
deliverv, as the auto, used quite extensively bv the car-

riers for passable rosds was as vet not match for winter

roads, and it was with his horse, a high svirited Horgan,

1.0 TLetter from Federal Records Center, Yoc. cit.
L1 William Frank, loc. cit.
L2 Tlemorandum, loc. cit.

43 William Frank, loc. cit.
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that carrier Bill Frank had: s number of interesting ex-

periences.hh
Back in 1924, the snow was about that degp . We
couldn't get out for three days, we didn't get
any mail for two...Finally I ventured out~-they
all told me I was crazy---I had this horse, a
big long-legged - animnal--He wes kind of a wild
ene--I used to take him out on a long rope (and)..s
halter, and chased him around the lot, to get
him unwound @ bit---{then) I would take the auto-
mobile out and go down to the post office and get
the mail,...bring-that up, and pack it all in the
cutter in the barn,..,.hoek him on...{(keeping)
the doors closed..{as) he wouldn't wait. (then),
giving the door one recf...I (got) in while he .
was going out....This one morning he started .-
right out down the road...by the hardware, and up
that hill--«He mog{ged) just as fast .as he, could
go. I let him up Paddy's Lane and back...he seem~
ed to slow right down...his ears drooped down
sideways, and he tried to cough, hls tail came
out straight,...finally he did cough and bloecd
went from both nostrils, from one fence to the
other,-~he had a hemorrhasze. Well, it took the
1life rirsht out of him. I went up-as far as
where John Maney lived, where Cahills live now,...
I drove in. the yard, and asked...if he would
give me some warm water so I could wash out his
(the horse's) mouth and nostrils. "By God! he
says, 'vou'd better go right back home, you have
no business being out on the road on a day like te-
dav.'...he then brought...water and washed out
his nostrils., -
: : . 2 o es
I remember one time when I was coming’ﬁown the
main road, (rt. 31) (in a cutter) and Oliver
Knight wes walkifig--I.picked hin up andigave him
a ride-~-Who ever had had this horse before me :
had, when they broke him, (he was a little balky)
flailed him with a chain--~there were 5 few cers
on the road, mostly model T's, those days,-with
chains on (for) the roads were covered with snow,---
(as soon 2s he heard them)...He would start right
out-~---and I remember Oliver Knight 'sitting there

"L William Frank, loc. c¢it.
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grabbing hold of the seat, sitting up straight,
and I (kept) right ahead of that model T--Well, he
was a Morgan, a great big long legged animal, and
when the going was good, he would knock off 10
miles an hour.

I got up there one time, by Frank ngank's, Jjust
before you get te the Bactian place™ ---Down that
grade, there was always a lot of snow,---and I had
this cutter,...with a box in the back, that car-
ried all the extra stuff I couldn't get in the
front----They had shoveled it (this grade), by
hand...but didn't shovel it wide enough,..and of
course (with) your cutter, (the) horse is over
half and travels in the track. That puts your
cutter to one side---(so0), the one runner went
way up on the bank and tippred me out...(luckily&é
I had the lines buckled and made itrall right.”
T 7 s T RS i N O L ST ¢ - ¥4

Bill was good to the people on his route, and they in tumn
to him, Once, however, a lady had misgivings about his
handling of the mail.

One woman came out one time, and watnited to know:

what I did with her letter.---I said 'I don't know
what I did with it, whv?' 'Well' she said 'I had

a letter sent to me and I never got it.'-—-~I said

# was sorry,---'Where was it mailed?'---'Fairport!---
So I trotted out my little pad and pencil and I
said-~-"/e'll see what we dan do about it...will

vou tell me just exectly what time it was mailed ,

by whom, and in what mail box.'...'Well,' she said,
her husband mailed it---she finally said she wrote

it herself--she never got it, because,~---She thought---
the mail hed heen going agtrazy---and that's what

she did to find out.--~I went ahead and took every
thing down-~~'I'1L see what I ean find out about this?
The next day come along, and there was a letterin
the box saying, 'never mind, I gave it,%o my hus-
band to meil, and he never mailed it!"

Bill Frank was alwavs willing to help out. It didn't mate

ter whether it was saving stamps for young collectors, putting

L5 See map one. : .. - «

L6 William Frank, loc, cit.

llr7 LOC [ it »

e



out fires, or helping with the chores.

(during the summer, some of the) "farmers would

go to the Palmyre Fair...and they'd have pigs—--fix-
ing the pails snd meal and everything--~and they
would ask me when I'd come by, if I would dump the
nails for then.

LRI AR A B B BRI N IR O B O BN SR BE IR A EE BN AT IR AN I AN BN R B AN I A A N I

I stop. ed in one place one time, oh it was a2 bitter
cold day...I had a register or something for (this)
lady)...She stuck her head out the door znd she
said to me 'While you're here, would you get me

a rail of water? It's so cold, I hate to %% out!==
so I took the pail and got...her...water, "¢

During World War II, if on his return to the post office at

the end of the day he found letters: from the boys overseas,
49

he would call and tell the ever-anxious relatives.

Because of his kindness and personal imterest, among
W

other outstanding qualities, his patrons will long remember
him, and it was with deep regret, that they saw him retime on

December 1lst, 1956, after thirtv-three and one-half years of
50

service.

The interim between the rresent appointment held by

Mr. Morris DePaepne and his retirment,was filled by Wr,

51
Dennis Church snd Mr. Gene Maney.

L3 William Frank, loc. cit.

49 Interview with Miss Sara Wilson, April 16, 1941,
3:00, not taped.

50 William Frank, loc. cit.

51 Present postal records, via Macedon's Postmaster,
John Mosgher.
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The opening day of route two wss recorded by a patron
as follows: ®"Austin Gage is the carrier, he rot along at
9130 a.m. {sic) (to Wilson Road, the M.N. Wilson place) had
g cutter and two horses,..we each had a letter in the mail

box for the new carrier, four in all." Other than this entry

; 52 .
in a diary, there is not much to be found c¢oncerning Austin

Gage, He was 2 regular carrier for onlv two vesrs-from 1902

5
until March 31st, 1904, : 2nd his death is recorded in the

ol

minutes of the Farmington Grenge on May 2, 1904: John

Stawert acted as temporary replacemént from April lst, 1904

until May 31st, 190&,55 Succeeding Mr. Stewart on the fimst

of June came Will Sitzer.sé
Willit Sitger lived in Wavneport where the Lewis Frey

family lives todav. Here, for a while, he served in a

dusl canacitv; as a farmer as well as a caz'r:?.er.[)‘w8 He had

little teste for farming, caring onky for watermelons and

52 Entry in the Diary of .J. Wilson, loc. cit.
53 Letter from Federal Records Center, loc. cit.
5h Loc. eit

55 Loc..cit.

56 Loc..Civ.

57 Taned interview with Mr. and !rs. Harvey MacLeod,
February 22, 1961, 7:30-8:;00.

58 TocCe..cit.



17
potatoes out of 21l he produced.59 As a result of his
disinterest he eventually sold the farm and moved to a
house in Macedon, near the site of the present Lincoln-
Rochester Bank.éO

Mr, Sitzer had a regular mail wagon with pigeon holes
in it.bl Interestingly enough it wss useable in any weather,
having rmnersa that conld be clamned on for whnter and wheels
for good roads.62 As time passed, he too, bought an auto.

It was a one cvlinder International Harvester car with high
wheels, big solid rubber tires and :n exposed chain drive.63
Will was a little msure of this car. "He used to take it
ovt in the morning early (this was after he moved to Macedon)
to meke sure it was going to run and run it around the
sqnare."6h Soen he switched to a more reliable Model "T".
"He vsed to brag about one tire he had on there that he
claimed had run ten thousand miles...,At that time if we

were Lo get twentv-five hundred miles to a tire we thought

it was pretty good."

50 Interview, not teped, with Chsrles Bulis on March
5, 1961, from 4:00-4:15.

H00 MMrs, TAne Plumb, loc. cit.

61 Allvm, Byron, interview not taped on March 12,
1961 from 3:00-3130.

62 ir. Briggs and Mrs Coover, loc. cit.

63 Interview with Robert W, Briggs on February 21,
1961 from 9:30-9:45, (not tzped)

AL Mre. Edna Plumb, loec. cit.

65 Mr, and Mrs. Gilbert Padgham, loc. cit.



18

As a carrier he was thoughtful of his patrons, goirng
000 Uy The—way—tordettver-mati-6o
out of the way to deliver mail to Wayneport even when there
was a legal holiday.

He, too, had difficulties with the weather. One of
his patron's remarked in her diary that she ¥"sent picture
pestcards (today) and someone found the cards in the wagon
tracks where the carrier had lost them in the wind."67

When on November 1lst, 1917 the fourth route was dis-
continued, Willit Sitzer was relieved of his job and William

Stevenson was moved from route four to route two.

66 IMr. and lMrs. Hervey MacLeod, loc. cit.
P _ T
67 BEntrv from the Biary of Hester Day, January 16, 1913.

68 Interview with Bill Frank on Februery 22, 1961
from 5:00-5:30, Not taped.



